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LEO XIII. . s I · GER of -v i clom · eternal song, 
- Barel \ ith thy harp of truth, 

tirrino- the hearL of the wean· throno­
To beat with pul e of youth, 
To thee our prai heaven-illumined Pope. 
Dringing Go 1' me~ age of faith and hope. 

EnYoy of heaven, defender of right, 
J u ' tice and mercy thy mail. 

hampion of souls in the quest of light, 
1 ation their gu,ardian hail. 
To thee. mild conqueror, mankind's acclaim. 
''Pontiff of Peace,'' thy immortal name 

Shepherd of Christ's univeL o.l fold, 
Bearing th staff of prayer ; 
Guiding the faithful through duty's wold ; 
Loving mankind, thy care. 
Today humanity sends to thee 
Tribute of 1 ve for thy J ubilec. 

vV L ~LEAR r . 



BYRON IN SPAIN. 

( Childe Harold , Canto I.) 

B 
YRO N'S judgment or Spaniards is unjustly severe. That 

there is some foundation in fact for some of the vices as­
cribed to th em we are ready to admit. But we neither ad­

r!1it tha t th e Spaniards are addicted to all the vices that Byron ac-
<. uses them of, nor do we admit th em guilty of those into which 
they have fall en , in the excess ive d1easure that the English poet 
fan cies them to b e g uilty. In hi s description of Spanish traits , B.y ­
ron Hies into extremes, just as he does in h i's treatment of various 
oth er subj ect s. It is quite unfair to make it appear that uncleanli­
:Jess, for in stance, is a characteristic or distindiv.e feature of the 
Spanish peopl e. By ron does not hesitate to apply the most con­
temptuous epith et s to th e Spaniards, describing them as filthy , un­
kept, unwas hed, swarmin g in dinginess and poverty. · He could 
have m et more loathesom e sights of filthine ss and could have seen 
mo re deplorable cases of poverty in certain quarters of London. 
(S . 17) . He call s them poor, paltry slaves, yet " born midst no­
bl es t scen es," and wonders why nature wastes her Elysian grand­
cur on such m en . ( S. r8). He says of the idle shepherds that they 
a re as proud as th e nobl es t duke. (S. 33) . . Byron must like to pile 
on as many accusations as are within reach when he makes the 
Spaniards in general both low and cringing slaves and , at the same 
time, makes the peasants proud as the most arrogant grandees. 
T his apparent contradiction is amusing. 

Spaniards are further cr edited with beit1g the veriest slaves of 
treachery, a "Kingl ess people for a nerveless state," where traitors 
Hourish and treachery is rife, a bloodthirsty, cruel atid revengeful 
tace of men , among w hom murder prowls unrestrained. 

''Ye, w ho would more of Spain and Spaniards kno\V, 
Go r ead w hate'er is writ of bloodiest strife: 
\ t\T hat'e r keen vengeance urged on foreig'n foe 
Can act, is acting there against !nan's life." 

Here, again, it is certain that this clark picture 'is overdrawn, 
just for effect . Spaniards make war a hell and so do other nations. 
International law justifies many acts which appear · atrocious. In 
our own day we have heard Spain condemned for tolerating Wey­
ler 's po licy of concen tration. Yet now1 upon sec(")ncl th<?u&·ht1 evcrn 
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rnerican admit that thi policy wa, jn~ tifiable, according to 
the law of war. Perhap we feel vulnerable on account of certain 
recent doing of our oldier in the Philippines. The sympathetic 

nglo- a~ on have not been uch paragon of tenderne and mer­
cy toward the Iri h, the Indians and other whom they have con­
verted int irreconcilable enemies. It is not true that Spain heads 
the li t in matters of cruelty. Byron writes a ringing stanza in ac­
cording her the palm, but this stanza, as well as many oth ers, is 
nothing but a vulgar calumny, s t in rhyme. 

Byron charges the Spaniards with being bad Sabbath keepers~ 
whereas the Londoners are prayerful on that clay. Spaniards make 
~· unday the jubilee of man-by attending bull fights in the after­
noon. Engli hmen attend church in the mornino· and take a ride in 
the afternoon . Spaniards all attend mass in the morning and spend 
part of the afternoon in w itne sing a bull fight. There is nothing 
particularly sanctify ing or scandalous about eith er kind of recrea­
tiOn , that i , riding or seeing a spectacle even on Sunday. It then 
remains much ·a matter of individua l or national ta te, as to w hich 
sort of lawful amu ement people will indulge in on that clay. 
Spaniards prefer bull fights and that i all. It seems as hard for a 
non-Catholic Englishman to understand the , unny, joyousness of 
the Catholic Sunday in Latin countri es as it is for him to under­
stand the truth and beauty of Catholi c devotions anywhere. 

It may be a ca e of P harasaical scandal, but Byron finds the 
Spaniards too gay on Sundays, and clubs them saint adorers for 
saying their rosary. It is hard to b-elieve t hat Byron, w ho was an 
intelligent man, did not know the J1ature of the devotion paid to 
the Ble sed Virgin by Catholics, and that this devotion is not ador­
ation but veneration. But Byron is little concerned about the 
truth. He must indulge in horse play and he doe . Of Cadiz (on 
Sundays) he ay : 

"Soon as the matin bell proclaimeth nine 
The aint adorers sound the rosary; 
Much i the Virgin tea eel to shrive them free 
(Well do I ween the only V irgin there) 
From crime a numerous as her beadsmen b e, 
Then to the crowded circu forth they fare; 
Youno-, old, high, low, at one the a me diversions share.·' 



The Viatorian. 

"Tease" is a . contemptuous word. It is al so ill-·fittin g for adorer s 
to tease the on e w hom they adore. uvVe11 do I ween the only Vir­
gm there," is a malicious insult flung- in the face of a whole city; 
that line and the next carry the direct accusation that these wor­
shipful inhabitants of Cadiz were all libertin es and criminals of the 
deepest dye. It would be just as unkind and not more tru e to say 
that in ce rtain places in England and elsewhere virgins were few 
after Byron had visited them .. 

A sort of innate gallantry has always led m en to exa lt th e · 
bravery displayed by women in momentous national conflicts . Joan 
of A rc, the Women of Limerick, l\1ollie Pitch er and others have 
teen the theme of orator and poet. Byron admires the heroi sm of 
the maid of Saragoza, w ho "o'er the yet warm dead stalks · with 
Minerva's step w here l\1:ars might quake to tread." The four or 
fi ve stanzas that celebrate the exp loits of thi s h eroine are, perhaps, 
the best insp ired and most happily executed of the entire fir st canto. 
Yet is there noticeable a lack of grandeur of rn otives in the deeds 
of thi s clark-eyed, long-haired and sylph-li ke young woman ·of Sar­
agoza . . Sh e fight s, says Byron, to appease the ghost of her s lain 
lover, t o avenge the leader 's fall. These are th e inspirations of her 
courage, and as these are personal motives they do not entitle this 
heroine to rank among those whose courage was fired by more un­
selfish , mote patriotic, more universal and elevated motives . 

Byron is partial to the plastic beauty of Spanish women, to 
which h e devotes many stanzas to tel!_ us they are formed for all the 
witching arts of love; he t ells us of "soft chins," " lips whose kisses 
pout to leave their nest," of "glances wildly beautiful." Nor Eng-
12.nd's wan and languid . dames, nor th e houries of Turkish harems 
can compare with Spanish women's beauty, which "even a cynic 
must avow." The beauty of Spanish women makes Spain a Mo-, 
hamedan paradise, says Byron , and in saying- this he seems to have 
exhausted all the resot1rces of his genius in hi s attempt to exalt the 
fairness and loveliness of Spain's ~ark-glancing daughters. Occur­
ring in the course of this description of Spanish women we find the 
words, "noble mind" and "angelically kind. " Yet it is . these same 
high-minded wom en w ho engage in what Byron calls riotous sport, 
interspersed with monkish devotions. It- is these same angelically 
kind females w ho cart v iew without shrinking nor affecting to 
mourn , the freshly torn entrails of the fore st monarch, gored in the 
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.sports of the arena. People who have seen Spain and witnessed a 
bull fight will agree that the poet gives a graphic and very animated 
account of that lively conflict. 1 

. Throughout this first canto, it is remarkable that the expression 
is always a great deal better than the thought or the sentiment. 
Dyroi1 is here more happy in the desc ription of scenery than he is 
just in the appreciation of character. He is extravagant alike in de­
crying th e men of Spain and in praising the beauty of its women. 
vVe like to think that he exaggerates his own faults. According 
to Taine's judgment, it is characteristic of Byron to know no meals­
tHe and to act like a bull in a china shop. 

Now, in this canto where he speaks of Spain, the land of chiv­
alry and romance, one could wish that Byron had been more in 
sympathy with his subj ect and that instead of immortalizing the 
physical beauty of A ndalusian wom en and the Amazonian courage 
of Spanish maidens, that instead of magnifying those traits · of th e 
Spaniards which make them appear a race of bloodthirsty desper­
adoes, ve_ngeful cut-throats and fini shed libertines, one could wish 
that he had allowed himself to be insp ired by what is really grand 
and gloriotts in the history of that nation. \!Vhat beautiful things 
he could have said of the simplicity, the courteous urbanity, the re­
ligious fidelity of the Spaniards, of the glories of Ferdinand, of I sa­
·bella , of Louis de L eon, of the learn ing and sanctity of St. Theresa 
_and the literary eminence of Lope de Vega and Calderon. All these 
subjects his muse ignores; or rather his English prejudice prevent­
eel him from being wrought upon by them. 

Ever since the unfortunate rupture between Henry VIII. and 
Catharine of Arragon, his virtuous queen, th ere has been no sympa­
thy, but positive hatred, between E ngland and Spain. Spain is 
Catholic, England is Protestant. Modern E nglish • history and fic­
tion and even poetry, have conspired to vi lify Spain. Our own writ-
ers, as \i\Tashington Irving, Lowell , P rescott have been fairer. A nd 
:·ecently , Chas. Lummis, in hi s "Spanish Pioneers in America," is 

1 r emarkably just, though not a Catholic. Corneill e, in the "Cid," has 
i 1~ : mortalized that great Spanish h ero, Roderigo Diaz, the uncon­
querable conqueror. It is for these reasons that we are constrained 
to make these strictures on this part of the poem, and, while we ad­
mire its many poetic touches, we are obliged to qualify our praise 
of this can to of Childe Harold. R. 

• 



AN IRISH SOLDIER'S VISION. 

B 
ELON GI NG to a family remarkable for devotion to 1ts na­
tive is land , I was raised wit h all t h e martial instinct s of my 
race, and m y in tense hat e for my country's foes induced m e 

to seek an early military career. At the fir st news of w ar between 
·the Transvaal and E ngland , I heartil y espoused the cause of th e 
young republic and going to South Afri ca I cast m y fortunes with 
the gallant littl e nation. ]\/[any youthful Iri sh lads accompanied 
me, and we hoped that our example w ould arouse our fri ends at 
home to strike again for lib erty. W hat a g lorious nation Erin 
would be, thought I , w ith h er host of intrepid soldiers, h er poets, 
her marty rs and her lea rn ed saints. 

After offering m y serv ices t o President K reuger , I was ap ­
pointed as one of his body g uard ; but, di sting uished as my position 
was, it did not suit m e. I w anted active service, where I could 
make my country's foe jig t o the music of Iri sh bullets . In accord­
ance with my wishes, I w as must ered into a company leaving that 
night for Spion Kop. After a lon g , t edious march, cheerfully made, 
we reached Spion K op in tim e to becom e acquainted with our com­
panions and to know th e nature of our surroundings. There was 
plenty of ammunition in the fort; but small as our force of men was, 
arms were at a premium. D uring the night the English arrived 
and pitched camp a short dist ance from the kop. 1\!Iorning broke 
and revealed their powerful army drawn up in line of battle. Such 
a force, so effectively equipped, was enoug h to discourage resist­
ance; but our position was almost impregnable and, bes t of all, we 
had men behind our guns. 

Action b egan early. AbOLlt 6 o'clock a flank movement was 
seen on the left wing of the English , and shortly after the entire ar­
my was in motion . Their b atteri es w ere. the first to open fire and 
then, under cove r of th e g uns, the infantry made a wild clash for the 
steep incline. They m et with a ravaging enfilade from the guns on 
the K Gp and their diminish ed ranks hastily r etreated to a safe dis­
tance. A third assault show ed them that further attempts to storm 
the Kop w ould be useless, and while their troops were reorganizing 
the batteries kept up a constant fir e, without doing any damage. 
Dead and dying could b e' seen ly ing all along the incline ; some 
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partl hidden by the rock , while other were fully expo eel to w. 
( n Engli h olclier almo t reached our walls, when h e fell. H e 
had -everal t ut round of ammunition about him and at hi ide 
lay a new rifl , that . eemed to be an excellent Mauser. Durincr the 
battl , my rifle had become clogged and heated and, without a mo­
ment' reflection on the danger attached to my design, I scaled tHe 
' all, took the rifle and ammunition from the dead soldier and was 
iJack on the wall s again , when a bullet found a lodging place in my 
shoulder. Stunned by the shot, I fell to the ground and two of my 
comrades ca rried me to a corner of the fort that erved as a tempor­
ary ho pital. The pain in my shoulder became intense and left me 
in a state of emi-consciousness. I thought the battle had begun 
again and was ragi ng with redoubled fury. Volumes of smoke 
seemed to arise from the angry cannons and circle above my head. 
Then the thought of dyi ng so far from my native land took pos­
session of me and I uttered a fervent prayer to ee my country's 
g lory before I died. Immediately the smoke changed into lumin­
ous clouds and there issued from them a procession that held me 
spellbound . First came a group of thirty-two virgins (*), crown­
eel with wreaths of delicate green, and clad in robes 
as pure as the ete rnal Alpine snows. Then appeared a boat (**) rig­
ged out in gorgeous plendor,floating on buoyant waves that rivaled 
the heaven's ethereal blue. Halos shone brightly around the heads 
( ***) of tho e on board the boat . Then the sweet strains of m usic 
heralded a throng of men who fingered silver harps as gently as an 
evening zephyr stirs the summ er's leaves. Immediately after t hem 
came a va t multitude of mounted troopers (****), wi th clanking 
sword and neighing steeds, and guarding a golden chariot, in 
-v hich was seated a maiden (*****) of angelic beauty, draped in the 
graceful folds of a light green robe, upon w hi ch wer e delicately em­
broidered many a score of tiny golden harps. Her head was adorn­
eel with a crown of deep g reen trefoil and on her breast shone a 
g·olclen cross, all glittering with rubies. In her hand she held a 

*Counties of Ireland. 
**The Bark of Peter. 
';'** ri _ h Saints. 

****Soldiers of Erin. 
****i'Hibernia. 
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sceptre, which,_as she stood in queenly attitud e, she gently waved. 
A t this signal , m eseemed, all the interesting personages who form­
ed her cortege pressed loving ly around h er and intently listened to 
the words which fell from her lips : "Most pot ent , grave and rev ~ 

erend seignors," she said , ' 'stout defenders of State and build~rs of 
th e Church , it has pleased gracious P rovidence t o bring to an end 
our centuries of vexation. Be we fir st g rat eful to Him from whom 
com e all good gifts. 'Tis H e has im parted to us constancy and for­
t itude through all our trials. 'Tis H e has inspired our statesm en, 
the fervid eloquence w hich , together with th e appeals of other na­
t ions, has won for us that s~ .. lo ng wished for autonomy which rrow 
we have regained. No longer s hall w e feel the oppressor's many 
w rongs. N o more shall out~ children n eed exile them selves t o find 
bread. No ! B ut go we to till our fi elds, t o build our fact ori es . to 
r econstruct our ruined palaces, churches and monasteries. L et 
schools again fl ourish and let this isle of ours, w hich has ever fond­
ly kept burning the flam e of sacred truth, again become a great 
seminary of emin ent scholars and zealous apostles. And bear we 
ever in mind that what has made us an obj ect of admiration before 
th e eyes of the w orld in · t he several centuri es now closing has been 
our unsw erving fidellt y to our r elig iou s faith. This faith t each es 
us t o fo rg ive injuries . If we prize it so hi ghly for ourselves, we 
should deem that same faith the sures t pledge that would seal in 
eternal fri ends hip all the nations of t he world. Oh , how , inst ead of 
entertaining resent m ent towards our former oppressors, we should 
yearn for their return to this sw eet faith , t he inspirer of their own 
truest g lo ri es ! \ N' ith what horror I recall how that sist er nation 
w as v iolently t orn from t he bosom of the m other Church! and how, 
hap less orphan , it has ever s ince groped its way through a laby­
r ·:nth of errors ! vVhat a pity t o have seen so r ecent ly the unnatural 
sons of " the eldes t daughter of the church " dishonoring their moth­
er and persecuting that very institution which has left the stamp of ' 
ns inspiration upo n the noblest and most g lorious works of this 
Christian nation ! L et the ages have t aught us a lesson ! B.e it 
our chief g lory t o stand forth as th e model Catholic nation of the 
modern age. In th e r eali zation of this aim let all our efforts b:e 
united: for this the king will rule; fo r this the wise w ill ena.ct laws; 
ior this the brave soldiery around us w ill l~eep car eful v ig ilance and 
maintain right order everywhere. 'Thus and onl;r th\15 w ill the 
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fondest dreams of our greatest patriots ever be realized and shall 
\iV e ·fulfill the destiny which Providence has ass igned us." 

Having concluded her speech amid the enthus iastic app lause 
of her audi-ence, she handed her sceptre to a most dignified elderl}r 
personage, upon whose head she al so placed her own trefoil crown. 
The entire assembly then broke forth in grateful song, the first 
words of which were "Te D eum." As the last echoes of this glo­
r ious chant died away, the maiden gave the leader of the troopers a 
:banner, alike in color and ornament unto the robe in which 'she was 
Yested. " Hibernia, forever !" shouted the soldiers in thunderous 
acclaim. So loud was t.he cry that it woke me· from my dream. 

M. ]. B., '04. 

MORAL VALUE OF THE PURGATORIO. 

(Oration Delivered Before the Oratory Society.) 

N 
OTHING can be more powerful to arouse man from out t he 
dange rous somnolence of despondency, nothing will quicker 
induce him to rise from the torpor of indifference than th e 

[tSsnrance of his ability to attain better things . Man must not only 
be made to realize the abysmal depths of moral darkness into which 
_he can sink by his ill doings, but he must also be told of the infinite 
possibilities for moral good he possesses within himself; he must 
be told of th e many and glorious moral conquests which are within 
his easy reach , he must have whispered into his ear the sweet and 
inspiring accents of hope that will set his soul ab laze with irresist­
able desire to soar to the loftiest summits of moral exce llence . 
.Surely he must be a callous and incorrigibl e votary of wickedness, 
w ho, utterly blind to a ll moral improvement, shuts out from his 
soul th e beamy rays of hope, whose light and genia l warmth are 
-ce 1~ta in to revive the life of virtue within, were they but a llowed to 
enter. It is not surprising, then , that we justly proclaim him a 
great moral teacher, who not only strikes salutary fear into our 
souls by putting before our eyes in flamin g pictures the enormity 
.Qf sin and the terrible suffering it entails, by burning into our souls 
with words of fire t he awful threats of Divine J ustice,but who gives 
W' hop~ by showing l-l§ t he open ?-rms of God's forgiving mercy, bl 
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reminding us of the supreme reward that await s the just ones of 
earth , and thus encourag ing us on t o the practice of v irtu e and the 
love of all that is pure and spiritual and noble, so that when our 
soul has shaken off thi s mortal coi l it may flee to the bosom of ' its 
Creator , there to enj oy pe rfect happiness for w hich it craves. }ust 
such a grand and soul upliftin g wor k does Dante perform in th e 
immortal P urgatorio. 

If there is one thing i"l').'.O re than another worthy of notice in this 
part of the Divine Comedy, it is that it is a g reat hymn of hope ; and 
w ho g ives us hope, uplifts us morally. H ope is the archimedean 
leve r of the moral wo rld. You may ask how, by w hat m eans, does 
the poet cause us t o rise from out th e mire of s in and make us confi­
dent ly believe that we may one clay dwell in the realms of God's 
elect? In several way , as admirable and beautifully spiritual as 
t hey are powerfu l and effi cacious. Certa inly for emost among them 
is p rayer. It must be evident to the most superficial observer , that 
Dante throughout the whole of the P urgatorio is continually in­
s isting on the efficacy of prayer and exhorting us to its use. In the 
third canto, when o ur poet and his guide have arrived at the foot of 
the mountain of Purgatory, th ey b ehold a troop of sp irits coming 
to·wards th em , from w hom they learn the easie.st ascent. Manfred, 
l~ing of N aples, is among these shades, and hav ing asked Dante to 
inform hi s daughter Costan za of the m anner in which he had died , 
proceeds thus : 

((True it is 

That such one as in contumacy dies 
Against the Holy Church , though he r epents, 
M ust wander thirty fold for a ll th e tim e 
In his presurnption past ; if such decree 
Be not by prayers of good m en shorter made." 

In the eighth canto, Dante, by an excell ently sustained all e­
t;o ry, shows us the power of prayer to com bat sin successfu lly and 
c! rive away t emptations the moment th ey appear. :-\scending th e 

mountain of Purgatory, he is conduct ed to a hi gh erninence by Sor­

dello, the 1\/[antuan. From this place they behold a s miling valley 

beneath, r esplendent w i'th natural beaut:y1 bedecked with- many 
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t1owers, r edolent of sweet fragrances and vibrating with the strains 
c·f the Salve Regii1a chanted by the sp irit s. Into this recess of 
id eal loveliness, where · the joys of anticipation reigned supreme, 
there subtly crept a serpent, unnoticed by all save the two Guarcl­
i;::, n Angels of thi s ble ssed retreat. The serpent, hearing the air cut 
L•y the ve~clant plumes of the celestial guards who approached it , 
immediately fled. The introduction of this event into the poem 
would be to no purpose were there no moral meaning attached to it, 
Lut there is and from such a view-point we must consider it. This 
pleasant vale with its myriad colored flowers, with its fragrant 

·odors and chanting sp irits, is sym bollical of the soul in the state of 
g race , at peace with God and trying to become more perfect. The 
evil serp ent, unnnoti ced in his approach, symbolizes temptation, 
ever present t emptation. The angel guards, who so easily put the 
serpent to flight , are smybolical of God's grace, by which we can 
successfully r esist temptation and w hich is obtained through all 
powerful prayer. l\1 ust he not be a moral coward , the ugliest typ e 
of moral ree1·eancy, who upon being attacked even by the arch-en-, 
emy of his soul , surrenders at once and uncond itionally, when le- . 
f,;·ions of grace-bearing angels are within easy calling, and ready to 
enlist in his cause all the spiritual forces of heaven? 

It is not only in Ante-Purgatory that we find our poet dwelling 
Gn the effectiveness of prayer, but even in Purgatory itself, where 
the salvation of th e spirits has really begun. Having entered at 
the gate, he is much pleased to hear the suppliant voices of the spir­
its join in repeating aloud th e L ord ' Prayer." · 

:'0, Thou A lmighty Father, who dost make 
The heavens Thy dwelling, not in bounds confined, 
But that with love in t enser there Thou view est 
Thy primal efflu ence; hallow ed by Thy name 
Join, each created being, to extol 
Thy might, for worthy humble st thanks and praise 
Is T h y blessed spirit . May Thy kir1gdom 's peace 
Come unto us , for we, unless it. come, 
With all our striving thither, tend in vain. 
As, of their will, the ange ls unto Thee 
Tender meet sacrifi ce, circling Thy throne 
With loud hosannas; so, of theirs b e done 
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By saintly m en on earth. Grant us this pay 
O ur daily manna, without which he roams 
Throug-h thi s roug-h desert r etrog-rade, who most 
T oils t o advance his st eps. As we to each 
Pardon the evil clon e us, pardon Thou 
Benig-n , and of our m erit take no count. 
'Gainst the old adver sary prove Thou not 
O ur v irtu e easily subdued. But fr ee 
F rom his incitem ents and defeat hi s wil es. 
This last petition , cleares t Lord, is made 
Not for ourselves, since that w ere n eedl ess now, 
But for their sakes w ho aft er us remain ." 

· I mi g-ht g-o on , my fri ends, r ecalling- instance after instance in 
which Dante mak es clear the n ecessity and power of prayer to com­
bat sin and obtain the g-races of w hich w e stand in need. Bt1t they 
<.1re far too numerous to be r ecounted in the course of this address . 
They occur in almost every canto, and eve ry reader of the Purg-ato-

. r io not only cannot fai"l t o r emark tiiem , but also must admit their 
expressiveness .and force. 

Besides mani fest ing- to us the advantag-es of invoking- God to 
admini st er t o our spiritual wants, and strong-ly urg-ing- us to do so, 
Dante impresses upon our minds the fact that it is ex tremely diffi­
cult, not t o say impossible, to w ork out our salvation without the 
aiel afforded by th e reception of the sacraments . 

As leep and dreaming- he is carried up the mountain by Lucia 
8.ncl find s himself, t og-ether w ith Virg-il , two hours after sunset, at 
the entrance of P urg-atory, w h ere an ang-el keeps g-uard. 

"The low est sta ir was marble white, so smooth 
A nd polished, that therein m y mirrored form 
D istinct I saw. T he next of hue more clark 
T han sablest g-rain , a roug-h and s ing-eel block, 
Cracked len g-thw ise and across . The third that lay 
M assy a~C?Yt:' _·seem ed porphyry, that flam ed 
Recl as the life blood spouting- from a vein. 
O n this God's an g-el either foot sustained 
Upon t he threshhoicl seated, which appeared a rock of diamond. 
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Up the tri11al steps my leader cheerily drew me. 
'Ask,' said he, 'with humble heart that he unbar the bolt. ' 
Piously at his holy feet devolved 
I ca$t me, praying him for pity's sake 
That he would open to me 
Then of that hallowed gate. He thrust the door, 
Exclaiming, 'Enter, but thi s warning hear l 
He forth again departs who looks behind.' " 

This door through which our poet must pass to enter Purga­
tory, rep resents the sacrament of petiance. The white marble step 
is symbollical of sincerity, th e clark, cracked block of stone, of a 
contrite heart , the blood-reel one symbolizes love toward God. The 
diamond threshhold signifies the ~so lid foundation on which th e 
church rests. N ow, as the salvation of the spirits really begin s 
\vhen they have entered the door 9f Purgatory, so, too) to obtain 
c ur own salvation we must purify our souls by frequently receiv­
ing the sacraments of the church, apd especially must we appear at 
t he tribunal of Penance, of w hi ch t]1e door to P urgatory is so ex­
press ly significant. 

In the Purgatorio Dante uses means to make the soul abhor 
8in and practice virtue, other than insisting on the efficacy of pray­
er and th e sacraments. One of the most striking of these is the 
manner in w hich he describ es th e awful sufferings that are to . be 
endured ere the ugly scars of sinfuln ess are effaced from the soul. 
Hut trying as is this process of purification, th e hopeful spirits sub ­
mit to it with continual acclamations of God's infinite mercy. On 
the other hand he admirably puts befor e our eyes the inherent ex­
ce ll ence and beauty of virtue in uch a way that we cannot refrain 
from loving it. A dmitted at the gate of Purgatory, our poet and hi s 
guid e ascend the rock by a wi ndin g path and come to an open 
space that extends around the mountain. On the side fronting 
t hem, w hich is made of white marble, they behold many artistic 
engravings, exqui sitely beautiful , representing examples of humil­
ity. O h, what an eloquent and soul-stirrin g plea for the practice of 
this Christ -- like virtue, so noble, so sweet , so lovable, have we when 
Dante, referring to the Annunciation , imaged on the wall , proceeds 

thus : 
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"Th e angel (who came clown on earth 
With tidings of the peace so many years 

· vVept for in vain , that oped the heavenly gates 
From their long interdict), before m e seem ed, 
In a sweet ac t , so scultured to the life, 
He seemed no s ilent image. One had sworn 
He had said, "Hail !" for she was imaged there 
By whom the key did op en to God's love. 
And in her act so sensibly impressed 
That word, 'Behold the hand-maid of the L ord,' 
As figure sealed on wax." 

O r , again , when, having just b eheld th e fearful punishment vis­
ited on those expiating the sin of pride, Dante gives us this sage ad­
VJSe: 

"Christians and proud. Oh, poor and wretch ed ones 
That, feebl e in the mind's eye, lean your trust 
U pon unstaicl p erverseness . Know ye not 
That we are worms, yet made at last to form 
The winged insect, imped with angel plumes, 
That to heaven's justice unobstructed soars? 
vVhy buoy ye up aloft your unfledged souls? 
Abortive then and shapeless ye remain, 
Like the untimely embryon of a worm." 

Humility has been well called the mother and guardian of 
chastity, and if Dante so forc efully urges us to practice the former, 
the foundation of every virtue, not less solicitous and powerful is he 
in his appeal, exhorting us to be chaste, modest, and continent. 
rfhis is evident from the fact that he vividly describes the punish­
m.ent of the incontinent to consist in being purged of their sin by 
fi ery flam es, excrutiating in the awful agony which they cause the 
licentious spirits. Moreover , are we not forced to hold chastity in 
the highest es t eem and avoid every occasion of indecency after 
reading Dante's eloquent denunciation of_ the immodesty of the wo­
men of Florence, a rebuk~ th e more striking b ecause it is a natural 
cut burst of his great soul: 
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"The tract most barberous of Sardinia's Isle 
Hath dames more chaste and modester by far 
Than that where I left my widow. Oh, sweet brother, 
vVhat wouldst thou have me say?- A time to come 
Stands full within my view, to which this 
Hour shall not be counted of an ancient date, 
When from the pulpit shall be loudly warned 
The unblushing dames of Florence, lest they bear 
U nkerchiefed bosoms to the common gaze. 
vVhat savage women hath the world ere seen, 
vVhat Saracens for whom their needed 
Scourge of spiritual or other discipline , 
To force them walk with covering on their limbs. 
But did they see, the shameless ones, what heaven 
vVafts on swift wings towards 'them while I speak 
Their mouths were oped for howling; they shall taste 
Of sorrow (unless foresight c_heat me here), 
Or ere the cheek of him be; 2'ic>;~thed with down, 
\Vho is now rocked with lullqby asleep." 

,,:-

In the Purgatorio, Dante not only encourages us to the prac­
tice of virtue by a consideration of the excellence and beauty of hu­
lmmility and chastity, both so perfectly exemplified in the Blessed 
Virgin, but he teaches us to love and practice all the principal vir­
tues, abhor and dread their contrary v ices and thus work out our 
ete rnal salvation. He teaches us the great truth that all spiritual 
cleansing entails suffering; that if we would be restored to spiritual 
health we must submit to the purifying operations of those heavenly 
surgeons whose angel wings will efface from our souls the unsight­
ly blots of our sinfulness . He teaches us that prayer and peniten­
tial exercises will win pardon, that they fill the soul with joy and 
heavenly aspiration, that they make it grow forth the wings of holy 
ciesire, upon which it will waft its airy flight to the starry spheres. 
He insp ires us with holy courage in the midst of conflicts by giving 
us the assurance of ever present divine assistance. J\1en are assail­
eel, the divinest institutions, the church and the State are assailed 
by the passions and the vices and the allied infernal hosts, but 
God's Pr·ovidence is ever watchful , as Dante shows in his P urgato­
rio, and especially in his sp lendid description of the final triumph 
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c f the church over the ambition and cupidity of men , 'and the nares 
oi the devil. The church is God's full charged battery for spititual 
regeneration. How can one li e supine in moral inaction when all 
the great voices of mankind, all th e voices of heaven and the divjn- . 
est institutions of ear th are inviting him to most glorious moral 
conquests? · 

My friends, in reading the history of thi s world of ours, we 
learn that there have been mighty conquerors the standards of 
w hose legions, never trailed in the dust of defeat, have always be.en 
kissed by the breeze of victory; we learn that there have been 
powerful orators, who, by the force and magnificence of their elo­
quence, have held thousands spell-bound and have fr equently de­
t ermin ed the policy of nations; we learn that there have been . 
sculptors and painters the matchless excellence of whose master­
pieces has immorta li zed their names; yet not withstanding such 
splendid phys ical and intellectual triu(11phs, a man may not be truly 
f,Teat and admirable, especially fn!:> tn the Christian point of view. 
He, alone, is a g reat man, deserving of sincerest admiration, who 
makes his fellow men better, happier and more virtuous, who, with 
his eye . fix~d on the beacon light of truth , lifts the aspirations of 
man into the r ealms of supreme goodness and spiritual beauty, 
where he is forced to forget the gross material things of earth that 
continually drag him down and clown to lower and ever lower 
planes. In my address this eveniti.g I have endeavored to show that 
Dante does uplift us morally, by making us hope th?-t if we avoid 
sin and practice v irtue, seek the aid afforded by prayer and · the sac­
laments, hold in highest est eem all that is noble and pure and spir­
itual and sacr ed, we may one clay meet in the courts of heaven with 
those saints and v irgins whose happy lot is to "follow the Lamb 
w hithersoever He goeth." W. J. IviAHER, '04. 



t I IN ERIN'S ISLE. 

/ 

IN Erin's isle, 
Where laugh and smile 

Are nature's beauteous graces ; 
There would I dwell , 
In vale ot dell, 

And lose care's heavy traces. 

\ 
That isle so green 
Can e'er be seen, 

In sunshine blessed revealing 
Fair virgin mounts 
And gem-lit founts 

To heaven's love appealing. 

~t 

Its murmuring rills 
\ lV oo verdant hills 

With serenade of ripple; 
. -. 

And send their spray 
White on their way 

To bless the Shamrock triple. 
\ . 

What wonder, then, 
That saintly ·men 

Should in this isle be dwellin g, 
Since beauty rare, 
So plenteous there, 

I s sad ness e'er dispelling .. 
M. J. B., 'o4. 
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\ Ve call the attention of our r eaders t o the account of t he op­
eretta, St. Columkill , w hi ch is g iven in t his issue of Th e V ia torian. 
Apart from th e genera l interes t w hic h the artistic m erits of such 
plays as t his and the ope ra , St . Patri ck, m ust a rouse , th er e is t he 
pa rticul a r pleasure and satisfaction w hich they mu st beget in the 
hearts of those w l1() look upOn th e hi st ory of Ireland as th e h1story 
of their ancestors. It is certa inly as gra tify ing as it is unusual, for 
t he lovers of Ireland an d h er nobl e cause, t o see her saints and he­
roes personated, as th ey truly wer e, as exam ples of v irtue and valor , 
as men of r efin em ent and culture, of noble and generous impulse . 
S uch are the personages of the two plays . m entioned. \Ve may say 
in passing that wh en others imitate the example of F ather Marsil e 

. <•n cl remove the dust from the pages of their Irish hist ory they will 
fi nd hidden there the true t ypes of Ireland 's generous sons and vir­
t uous daughters- types w hi ch need but t o be presented once upon 
t he stage t o convince intell igent theate rgoers that those v ile and 
v ulgar caricatures of the Irish , those stage Iri shm en that at~e so 
oft en met with , are rio less offens ive t o t h e characters which they 
wis h t o r epresent (o r , better , mis r epresent) than th ey are insulting 
to any intelligent audience. T he bes t w ay to banish the stage Iri sh­
man is t o substitute in hi s st ead the r eal Iri shm an. 

A ll seek happin 5lss, but few know where to find it. O ft en it is 
~ou ght where it is least to be found. A. life of eas~ and indolence 
seem s to many to be a paradise of bliss ser ene. Scarcely, however , 
do they enter into this · abode w hich the fancy peoples vvith so 

.~ 
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many interesting characters, when they discover that it is a verita­
ble "fool's paradise. " _In such uncongenial company, a reasonable 
heing can find nothing but discontent and misery. Elsewhere he 
has to seek the object of his quest ; but whither shall he direct his 
steps that h~ may be successful? The fact is, we must produce our 
cwn happiness as we go on through life ; no other one can ri1anpfac­
ture it for us. If we would have happiness at all, we must find it in 
work- work which has for its object the betterment of ourselves 
and our fellowman. We are never retarded in our advancement 1n 
life, in our .attainment of that which shall make us happy, nor is 
cur·portion of blessedness diminished by the cheerful, helping hand 
w hich we extend to those who are weaker and less fortunate than 
(1m-selves. 

l\!f uch of the discontent and real unhappiness of life is caused 
Ly th e tendency of man towards extrem es. With some it is . all 
work; with others, all play. Yet experi ence t eaches us that a judi­
cious combination of these two, work and play, contributes much 
to our present happiness . That lab or which allows no time for th e 
res Jt, ancl r ecreation which nature demands, defeats its own purpose. 
O n the other hand, play which is entered into as a business be­
e omes in reality the hardest work of all. We mu st take our play 
w ith our labor, or else go without it. When we look forward to re­
creation, then is when we need it most. P lay is th e spice of labor, 
hence it must not be taken in large closes. 

There can be no interest in life for him who does not take an 
active part in the struggle. If we wish t o accomplish anything last..:. . 
ing, if we desire to play our part successfully, if we are anxious to 
make the world better because we hav e lived in it-in a word, if 
we are not content with playing the role of incapables, of m ere im­
becil es , we must have som e fixed aim towards which all our desires, 
all our energ ies, all our efforts must be directed. L et your purpose 
in life be high and noble ; let th e m eans which you use for its attain­
ment be proportionate and honest; then you cannot fail in life and 
w hen you reach the terminu s of this earthly pilgrimage you can, 
wi thout shame or fear, look back upon the past and say: "I have 
done 'my share to make me ~11 that God and nature i, nt~nckd 1 
~11ould be." 

• 

.. 
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OPERETTA, "ST. COLUMKILL.'' 

P OET', priest, musician, patriot, scholar and apostle- sucb 
was Columkill, the Celtic saint, whose beautiful life is here 
made the subject of another charming musical drama by the 

gifted Father Marsile. This is not the author's first attempt. In 
the last decade he presented "The Young Martyrs," "The Young 
Crusaders," and "St. Patrick," which last obtained the highest com­
mendation of the late lamented Archbishop Feehan, and was enact­
ed in Chicago last year with such gratifying success. 

Not only, as Dr. Talbot Smith says , is there no reason why. re­
ligious themes should not be treated dramatically, but there is 
every reason why they should be presented by competent dramat­
ists. If we take into account the success :which greets such plays 
ctS ' 'Mary of lVI agdala" and "Everyman ," we would fain declare 
that we are at the beginning of a healthy revival of the old Miracle 
and Morality plays. May the good work go on. The atteri1pt to 
treat such subjects on the part of playwrights and the hearty wel­
come accorded the plays by the public can be hailed as a healthy 
sign of the times, as a condition most favorable for the elevatio41 of 
the stage, for the aesthetic and moral improvements of the masses. 
The fine literary and dramatic sense of the author of St. Columkill 
is known not only from the operettas we have already mentioned , 
but also from his finished dramas in French verse, such as, "Les 
Fils de Cladomir;'' and "Levis," which have been received with en-
1·husiastic applause. 

The Play. 
Act I.-In Durrow Monastery. 
The scene opens with the chorusing and dancing of boys at 

play in the monastic school, over which Columldll presided in the 
sixth century. Columkill appears upon the scene and, after a short 
conversation with his oldest pupil, Baithan, . is visited by an angel 
and three Virtues. These heavenly apparitions are calculated to 
strengthen Columkill for future trials. Thereafter the coming of 
Diarmid is announced. The king is greeted amid festaJ song and 
dancing of children. In the king's company is Abbot Finian, who 
accuses Columkill of having secretly, during the hour of night, 
rnade a copy of his psalter· without permission. Finian claims this 
cop/'· 'I'he lovy of boo'ks was thG predominant passion of Colum-

.. 
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kill. The king condemns Columkill an ~l orders him to give over th e 
copy, which Columkill does, qut J.ll{der vehement protest. Scarce­
ly has the king left with his train, w~1en it1 rushes a child, in breath­
less excitement and pale with dismay. He has fl ed to Columkill's 
ri1onastery for safety from the wrath of King Diarmid. This child, 
while at play with the son bf one,of Diarmid's friends , accidentally 
killed his playmate while fenGirig; and hearing of the evil intentions 
of the king, fled to Colttmkill for protection. Soon the king- re-en­
ters the monastery and kills the guiltless boy in the arms of Col­
umkill. With this dramatic scene ends the fir st act. 

Act II.-In O'Niall's Palace., 
In the second act are seen the results of the indignation of Col­

umkill~ over the injustice of K ing Diarmicl against whom th e ab­
bot has marshalled the forces· of Kings O'Niall and O'Donn~ll. The 
scene presents a vast asse·mfb~C!-ge of. kings, soldiers, monks,·. b~u~ds 
and children in the exultation of vict?ry. Diarmid, who had been 
taken captive, is set free thrdtigh the ·appeals .of his son , Baithan, 
the disciple of Columkill. A l ~st grand chorus of grateful song re­
sounds through the palace., hf,t lls of O'Niall. Then Bishop Fin­
nian appears upon the scene, lbearing a sentence of excomm unica­
tion against Columkill for having been the cause of so m l,:!Ch blood­
shed. Columkill is stripped of his abbatial mitre, rod and ring and 
is "left alone, as though a leper-a cursed man ! He submits to his 
humiliation; in s.ong he prays for courage. During his, momentary 
absence from the scene, children ent er and in graceful speech and · 
song ·invoke heaven's aid for their kind master. Columkill returns, 
soon followed by St. Brendan, who tell s the bishop that he has seen 
most extraordinary sigt).S sb ·)wing that Columkill was dest in ed to 
vv'Drk the conversion of an entire people. Thereupon, the bishop 
restores to him all the i1isignia of his dignity. But to atone for his 
fault, Columkill asks for a penance and accepts the penalty of leav­
ing Ireland forever. He bids farewell to his beloved native land . 
his "cradle rocked by the ocean." 

' Act IlL-Monastery of Iona. 
If Columkill was a lover of books, he was a sti ll more ardent 

iover of Ireland; and from the barren rocks of Iona, on th e Scottish 
coast, waft his plaintive sighs towards Erin's green shores. Here 
he receives a visit from the Irish bard, Machonna, in em bracing 
who.m he exclaims: "Why, there is a perfume of Erin's woods, of 
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h er flowers in your hair , in your garments !" The bard g ives Col­
umkill a g r een sprig of trefoil , w hich the abbot preciously treas­
ures. K ing A idan comes to th e monastery to r eceive hi s crow n 
from th e hands of Columkill , w ho has converted his p eople. This 
king was the fir st kin g of the West who was crow ned by a p!·elate 
uf th e Church. ~rh e stone on which he knelt to r eceive his crown 
is now in W estminster A bbey, forming part of the r egal chair upon 
vvhich kings of E ng land r eceive their crown. Aft er. th e joyous cer­
emonies of coronation , the king proposes measures for the suppres­
s ion of the bardic order , w hose m embers had become excessively 
large and whose songs oft en we re bought by the highest bidder. 
Columkill pleads for the maintenance of the order , speakin g w ith 
enthusiasm of the elevating and r efining influence of music and 
poetry. Aidan yields. All bards present place a harp on th e steps 
o f the throne , children enwreath it with flowers. A ll bow to the 
barp, emblem of Ireland. This beautiful apotheosis of t h e harp ends 
w ith gleeful song and dance. The play ends with Columkill's pro­
ph etic v ision of Irel.and 's unswerv ing fid elity to her religion. 

This them e, th en, th e life of St. Columkill , is in itself poetical 
and easily lends itself t o dramatic treatment . But th e play, as 
~: taged by St. Viateur 's students, has musical features no less at­
tractive than its literary m erits a re certain and its religious ton es 
most clear. The entire action is acconi. panied \vith ch01:al mhsic 
and trippin g dance; spirited solos and dramati c duets an d t rios are 
artfully interspe rsed--the w hole play being thus a feast of poetry 
d. nd of r elig ion, of the his trioni c and musical arts. A judicious ad­
mixture of Irish airs, select ed chiefl y from Moor 's m elodies, gives 
the operetta a deli cately Irish musical flavor. Th e music of th e 
dances and of many of the songs is drawn from -appropriately ex­
lJressive passages of musical compositions of high merit , like Lucia 
<1e Lammermoor, F aust , Mignon, Maritana, Daughter of the R egi­
ment, L 'Esclavage Afri cain , et c., et c. The music for the murder 
sce'ne in Act I, consisting of solo, du et and trio , is an entirely orig­
inal composition of R ev. L. A. Go ulet te, C. S. V . 

Synopsis of P lay . 
Act I. Columkill c~ncl emned by K ing Diarmid to r estore to 

A bbot F innian th e cor,y of the Psalter. K ing Diarmid kill s K ier­
na'n , son of K ing O ' N iall , w ho has fl ed to Columkill for prot ection. 

Act I I. Marti al rejoicings of united f orces of K ings O'N iall a:nd 
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O 'Donnell , who have defeated King Diarmid. Col umkill receives 
sentence of excommunication for his participation in so much blood­
shed . Announcemen t of hi s life work as the apost le of the P icts. 
His dignities are r estored. He resolves to leave Ireland forever. 

Act III. A fter many ye ars of A postolic labors among the Picts, 
Columkill, with much solemnity, crow ns thei r king, A id au. He 
pleads for the maintenance of the bardic order. Apoth eos is of th e 
harp. Columki ll invokes bl essings on Scotland and Ireland. 

The cast of characters is as follows : 
St. Columkill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . l\ll r. D. Feely 
Diarmid, King of Tara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... l\1r. A. L 'Ecuye r 
Baithan (son of Diarmicl a,nd disciple of St. Columkill ...... . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1\1 r. J . l\llonohan 
Aidan , King of Caledonia . . . ..... · ................. lVI r. J. Carey 
King O'Donnell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... Mr. T. Cosgrove 
King O 'N iall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . 1\T r. J. Casey 
Kieran, son of O'Niall ..... .. . . ..... . ...... ... ~ . ]\!fast er A. B irren 
J<innian, A bbot . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... l\i r. J\II . Cotter 
l\lfachonna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ': . . . . .... . . .. l\1r. \ 1\f . Cleary 
Bishop, Angel, V irtu es, Bards, Soldiers, Courti ers, :Monks and 

Children. 

Personal Notes Anent Actors. 

The title rol e w ill be sustained by M r. D. Feeley, of Chicago, 
'N hose rich , strong and flexible t enor voice· is well adapted for the 
interpretation of the vari ety and strength of the feelings and the el­
evation of th e sentiments which St. Columkill gives expression to. 
l\!f r. Feeley's well known ability as a singer and as an actor, his bril­
liant success in St. Patrick's opera last year , both here and in Chica­
go, give promise of th e artistic sort of ent ertainm ent he is able to 
furnish. 

M r. A. L 'Ecuyer, of Kankakee, w ho shone as St. Patr ick last 
year , w ill play th e part of King Diarmid. His very effective bari­
tone voice and his strong stage action qualify hi m excellently for 
this role. 

M ast er A lb ert Birren, of Chicago, another of last yea r' s stars, 
w ill take th e part of the son of O'Niall. His pure, childish alto voice 
is excellently suited to his pathetic part. 

Master J ohn Monah an, of Chicago, whose bird-like tones · so 
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captivated the hearts of all these last two years, is now developing~ 

a sweet tenor voice, w hich w ill be h eard with fin e effect in the sym­
pathetic role of Baithan, the disciple of Columkill. 

Mast er . G. Ester brook, of L eads, r. Dakota, w ill mingle t h e 
clear, sweet notes of hi s soprano voice w ith others already mention­
eel, and thus enhance the musical features of th e Operetta. 

The role of Machonna, the chief bard, is in the practised hands 
of Mr. W. Cleary, of Momence, Ill. W ith a baritone voice of tm­

swerving justness . Mr. Cleary will render well the several ancient 
Gaelic lays which hi s role calls for. 

A master of the player's art, M r .. l\II. Cotter, of Quincy, IlL , w ill 
make the role of Finnian a striking, a remarkable role. 

In regal rob es and crown, M r. J. Carey, of Chicago, looks every 
inch a king, and his artful and dignified impersonation of A idan 
111akes one feel as though h e were indeed in the presence of royalty. 

The victorious King O'Donnell , w ho r eceives from the hands 
d Columkill the famous Psalter, to be carried in battl e as "the 
tighter ," and to be ever preserved as a precious heirloom in his fam ­
il y, will be imp ersonated by Mr. T. Cosgrove, of Seneca, Ill. , w hose 
manly voice and histrionic ability ensure the perfect r endit ion of 
this kingly rol e. 

Some thirty or forty yodng boys in the role of .school children, 
c r pages, troop upon th e scene in attractive costum e and g raceful 
dance and gleeful song, mingling the ingenuous vivacity of their 
y ears and the tuneful sweetness of their voices with the thoughtful 
manliness and solemn tones of kings, scholars, churchm en. Most 
c,f these young chori sters and dancers are bright Chicago boys. 

Patronage. 

Last year 's performance of St. Patrick 's opera at th e Illin ois 
theater, Chicago, was a . veritable alumni feast . Never since the 
alumni banquet g iven in honor of Rt. Rev. Bishop lVI:cGavick, D. 
D ., was such a large number of old students of St. Viateur's seen 
gathered together in Chicago. The word, "St. Patrick's Opera," 
~: ent out by the daily press, sounded like a rallying call for all th e 
sons of St. V iateur's, who assisted en masse at the play given by 
their younger brothers 01: the 17th-of March. As the performance 
was thoroughly enj oyed by that large and distinguished audience, 
as it was considered one of the )TIOSt highly literary and perfectly 
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~t rtistlc entertairiments given in Chicago on Ireland's national clay, 
and as the present musical drama is not inferior to St. Patrick's 
opera, either in point of cast, or of literary and musical merits, there 
JS every reason to hope 'that the young actors will be g reet ecl by a 
large audience and that they will succeed in furni shing entertain- · 
ment of a high order. 

The gratifying success w hich attended the first effort of t he 
students in their rendition of St. Patrick's opera last year was clue 
in a large measure to the kind services of Rev. T. McDevitt, of St. 
Columkill's church, 0 ·1icago, and to the enthusiastic patronage of a 
large number of distinguished Catholi c ladies . These sam e gener­
c. us and very efficient helpers are preparing a warm welcome for 
St. Columkill 's operetta this year. Mrs. J. Daclie and M rs. F . 
Moody are ;=tt present preparing a lis t of patronesses w hich will be 
published as soon as it is fini shed. We heartily t hank these kind 
iadies for all their good offices. 

St. Columkill 's operetta ~ill be given in Power' s theater, Chi ­
cago, March 17, at 2 p. m. It will be played here at the college, 
1'11arch I 5, at 8 p . m. 

Objects. 
The presentation of this play can but r esult , on the one hand , 

in offering pleasing and elevating entertainm ent ; it can but produce 
a healthy enthusiasm for a country w hose name is held in venera­
tion by all her sons, and increase their love for the great person­
ages w ho laid the fourtclations of her grandeur ; on th e other hand, 
the preparation and execution of such a elrama is for the students 
themselves a training in the dramatic and musical arts . The playing 
of the students in a large center like Chicago, moreover, affords 
6.n excellent opportunity for those happy reunions of form er stu­
dents, which help to cement the bonds of fellowship between the 
alumni and the ·aCtual students. The further object of t he repre­
sentation of St. Columki ll , both here and in Chicago, w ill be to re­
alize such funds as · wi ll enable the institution to install and to adorn 
w ith statues the three beaut ifu l marble altars which have been re­
cently donated to the college chapel by generous friends. VV e take . 
this opportunity to thank very heartily all the liberal friends w ho 
have aided us heretofor~ , and those who are actually using their 
many talents to insure the success of ou~ purposes. 



~X CHANGErS. 

It would appear that th e most se nsitive part in the entire or ­
gani sm of a coll ege journal is its exchange column, and for thi s rea­
son w h en it is found to be laboring unde.r some' disease th e Exma1i. 
who undertakes to perform th e operation should .u se great t.::entle 7 

r-;ess, so that: 
"What's amiss · · 

May b e g~ntly heard : When we debate 
O t,n- triv ial differ ence loud, we do cor'nmit 
M urder in · healing wounds." 

'I'· 

I t is gratifying t'o see that many of our exchanges for J anuarv . · 
. I . ~, .. ' • 

have, devoted a few of their pages to ' a theme which has occupied 
- . t '< ,( ·" 

the· attention of the greatest minds of all past ages and ' 'vhich ton-
hnues to y ield food for r efl ection to the highest thinkers of ~t1t~ ' own :i ' 

clays- education. Some have made this the subject of thei.r edito­
rial column, others of lengthy essays; all ev idetitly animated with . 
the sam e nobl e aim: to arouse in the minds o.f s tudents serious re­
flections on the importance of th e work to be clone while at colreg·e, 
the dignity of that work and the countless benefit s that are to be 
derived from doing it well. This is surely the most commendable 

'; . 
effort that any college journal can make, since it happens that when 
students th emselves are thoroughly impressed with the value and 
r.ecess ity of acquiring a good education, the fir st great victory has 
been gain ed and th e teacher . in .hi s class roon-, has found that more 
than half hi s work is already accomplished. 1 •••• 

.. 
''The Value of Education in a Nation's :Qevelopment" is th e 

title of an excellent essay in "The N iagara Index;" for J anu~ry. The 
;;.uthor , in order to show the benign influence which eclucatid~1 has 
always .exerci sed over indiv iduals and nations, very aptly brings be­
fore our eyes the age of Pericles, which owes its brilliancy to the 
r,':'markable growth of education that then existed, and remarks that 
it is to his personal effort s to promote learning that this great man 
(Pericl es) owes hi s undying fam e. Again, .he points . out the fact 
that when the R oman Empire was falling to pieces through discord 
c.nd corruption, Augw~tus' Caesar had .recourse-and not without 
the cl~sired effect-to this ' all-powerful r emedy. 

';· ' 
I .... , 
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But where the writer. strikes a high note and one which must 
necessarily find an echo in the heart of every true lover of educa­
tion , is where he says: "To make its influence properly felt and its 
principles worthy of admiration , education must be guided by re­
ligion. " This idea of education being guided · by i·eligion has, un­
happily, niet with much opposition in these United States of late 
years, but th~ opposing party are beginning to' learn by sad experi ­
ence that the education which is not guided by religion; the educa­
tion in which sound principles of morality and religious training 
enter not as essential elements, is not an education in the proper 
sense of the word, but a flimsy imitation , a counterfeit and a men­
<i ce to the Republic. 

A lthough the greater part of th e literary matter in "St. Mary 's 
~entinel" is intended for the lovers of fiction , yet it is not without 
it s pages for the lovers of th_e old classics . The student who is 
·plodding his weary way'' through Homer and Virgil will doubtless 
find much solace in reading the essay entitled · "The Advantages 
Derived From th e Study of the Clas ics. ·· The exchang e column 
oi this journal is ably handl ed. 

Whi le we admire the enthu siasm di sp layed by the author of 
an essay entitled " Laboratory lVIethocls and Work in a Liberal Eel-

. ncation ," which appears in the "College Review,'' and most r eadily 
8 dmit that the laboratory method is, in its sphere, a most excellent 
v;ay of acquiring knowledge; yet we think the writer is somewhat 
absolute when he says that this method "m t.tst pervade the whole 
work of the institution. ' ' This method may certainly b e used with 
the most beneficial results in the natural and exact sciences and also 
in the lowest form of psychology, nam ely, that which deals with 
sensational consciousnes ; but certainly no form of quantitative 
measurement can be applied to rational psychology which treats of 
t he affections, volitions and other inttdlectual processes. This 
method, therefore, must be confined to that which is material; 
hence when it is applied to that which is purely spiritua l it is cer­
tainly carried beyond its sp here. That knowledge whose object is . 
material surely does not constitute the whole work of an institu­
tiOn; this is but a part of its work. The institution who e entire 
~fforts ~re spent in teachin~ its pupils how to me.asur~ and divicl el 
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to build up and analyze, to the exclusion of all higher knowledge is 
not fulfilling its mission as an educator. There are God-given pow­
ers in the mind of every student, that enable it to soar as well as to 
clive and through these powers it can rise to heights where it would 
be rash to attempt to bridle it with the methods which it must 
follow here below. This essay embodies other ideas with which we 
do not agree, but as we look upon them as the result of an over 
active imagination, we prefer to pass them over. \TV e are glad to see 
such subjects treated in our exchanges. J. A. LYNN. 

A ROYAL SON AND MOTHER. 

(By the Baroness Pauline Von - Hugel.) 
" 

Among the many and interesting biographies which adorn the 
1; st of Catholic literature, there has appeared of late an addition 
which well deserves the attention of all those who desire to become 
ramiliar with the life and deeds of heroic and self-sacrificing men. 
~ n this little vo lume the reader will find a splendid example of th e 
evangelical counsel, "Go sell all that you possess, distribute it to the 
poor, and follow me." · This book narrates what certainly deserves 
to be transmitted to posterity: the affection a mother bears to her 
child , and how the child should strive to live up to the advice and 
dictates of a good parent. It relates in an instructive way the 
s truggles of the mother against the evil effect s of her own early ir­
religious education and of the ceaseless efforts to train her princely 
son in the perfect ways of Christian truth. That her .noble labor 
was not spent in vain is shown by the life of her son, which the 
book relates. Abandoning the prospects of a bright career in his 
own ·country, flinging aside all worldly honors, Prince Gallitzin 
chooses to become a missionary in America. The monument and 
chapel recently erected to his memory in Loretto, Penn., will serve 
'o perpetuate the fame of his zeal in the work of the priestly minis­
try. We cheerfully recom mend this interesting volume of Christian 
literature to all our readers. It can .be purchased at the mo_derate 
pric~ of 75 cents fn;m1 th~ Avry Maria Press, Notre Dame, Ind. 
' -



PERSONALS. 

Very Re : . ..,\.. Corcoran, C. S . V., who ha been confined to his 
b d for everal weeks with a Se\ ere attack Of pneumonia, is, we are 
happy to tate, convale cent. 

Rev . M. J. Marsile, C. S. V. , as i ted at the dedication of t. 
Patrick' church, E canaba, Mich. , on Sunday, the 15th inst. The 
ceremony was performed by the Rt. Rev. Bi hop Eis , of Niar­
quette. ~ 1ost Rev. Archbishop Ireland, of St. Paul, preached the 
·ermon. While in Escanaba, the reverend pre ident visited the 
parents of ten of our students from that city . 

Rev. H. Durkin, Rantoul, Ill., pent a few hour with his friend 
at th e colleo-e one day la t week. 

Rev. P. Beaudoin, C. S. .. for the pa t two week ha been 
confined to hi room with a painful attack of rheumatism. Hi life­
long friend and confrere , Rev. Bro. lVIartel, w ho shared with , him 
the trial and trouble of pioneer clay , i now at hi s beds ide ooth­
ing our beloved patriarch in hi s illnes . W e hope that thi, may 
prove but a pa ing indisposition and that our genial friend and 
revered father may o n be rn ving about in our mid ~ t once more. 

Rev. Bro: Quirk is replacing R ev. Boudreau in th e prefe ctship 
, of the junior department. The latter i a t pre ent enj oying a re t , 

w hich , w e hope, will oon re tore him to perfect health. 

We learn . from the Rock I sland rg us for F ebruary 13, th at . 
at the r eorganization of th e Rock I sland Bar s ociation, 1r. J. F . 
Murphy , an alumnus of St. V iateur 's , was elected secretary of that 
asEociation. W e congratulate M r. Murphy on the honor conf rrecl 
upon him by the m embers of his profession. 

M r. D. Feely and l\!Ir. J. Kang ley have returned to the college. 
aft er an absence of several weeks , occas ioned by s ickness. Doth , 
we are happy to state, have recov~re d sufficiently to res \tm e their 
theoloo·iq d studi S, 
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In t he earl y part of the present month we enjoyed the very 
pleasant vis it of one of our fo rmer professors, Rev. T. McCormick, 
w ho, at pr-esent , is pastor of St. Edward 's church, Chicago. 

Rev. J. ]. Crega n , C. S. V., director of tl~ e Holy N ame School, 
Chicago, r ecently assisted R ev. T. Dugas, C. S. V., Beaverville, Ill. 
Before r eturning to th e city, Father Cregan call ed on his fri ends at 
the co ll ege. A ll we re pleased to m eet their ge nial frincl and to 
learn of the flouri shing condition of the schoo l w hich is under his 
•:: ha rge. 

R ev. R. ]. P ratt , one of our former students, was one of our re­
cent VISitors. F ath er Pratt is pastor at \ iVabash, Incl. During his 
vis it he celebrated the community mass in the college chap el. 

Rev. T. lVIc D evitt , Chicago, paid a brief but pleasant vis it to 
the college r ecently. 

Rev. M. L etelli er is t emporarily rep lac ing R ev. D. L. Crowe, 
Kewanee, Ill. , w ho, upon th e adv ice of his physician , has gone 
South in the interest of hi s health. 

R ev. C. Fourni er offi ciated as celebrant at the solemn funeral 
mass for the r epose of the soul of Mr. P. Sweeny, at St. V iator's 
church, Chicago. 

R ev. ' ] . L~marre, Notre Dame Church, Chicago, is at present 
'.-isiting his brother and other fri ends in Longuewil , Canada, his na-
' ive town. \ iV e wish our fri end a very pleasant trip. ' 

'Th e contract has been given for three beaut iful marble altars 
to Gavin & Sherman, Chicago. T hese altars have been generously 
donated to the college by kind fri ends , who do not w ish their nam es 
to be ].;: nown. The wo rk of erecting these altars in the chapel w ill 
be completed for Easter. Needless to say, we are under a debt of ~ 
everlasting gratitude to our generous benefact<D rs. 

; 

l\t'[r. . J. McCarthy, of the theological depar t ment , has been 
:forced by illne · .. to take a f~w weeh;' rest, T he last r eport from 
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our fri end is most en courag ing, so much so that we exp ect the 
pl easure of seein g him in our midst , hale and hearty, in a few cl ays. 

Last week) at the Maternity Church , Bourbonnais, we re cele­
brated the double nuptial s of tw o of our former students, Mr. -N ar­
cisse l\!l arcotte and Mr. A rthur Cyrier t o th e tw o l\lli sses Brai s, of 
Bourbonnais . We ext end to the happy couples our sincere fe licita­
tions. 

O ne of our distinguished v1S1tors of the past month was P ro­
fessor D 'Arnall e, who cam e to spend a Sunday w ith l\/[ ast er C. Ost ,­
whose guardian h e is. During the afternoon he entertained the stu­
dents with a song r ecitaL A mong oth er selections he rencl erecl, 
~ ' O mnipoten ce ' ' and "Serenade," by Schubert ; "T oraedore," from 
Carm en, and 11 P rologue," from Pagliacci. 

A mong those w ho visited students during th e past month we 
noti ced the following : Mess rs . L evy, Burke, O'B ri en , Gunder lack , 
Campion , V/ a lsh , Turk, R osseau, Barrett , Foley, Robinson, Mor­
gan , O'H ern and Wi ll iams, all from Chicago; J\1r. Bergeron, Escan­
aba, Mich .; l\tf r. and Mrs. Burhs, of Calum et , Mich.; l\/[ r . F lynn, 
Earl Park, Incl. ; Mr s. Doherty, 1\/[r s. Kotzenb erg and J\1 rs. Russell , 
of Chicago. · 

The numb er of stud ents is continually increas ing. During the 
past month seven new stud ents w ere enrolled. T he M inim depart ·· 
ment now numb ers seventy-s ix, th e largest number ever regist ered 
in that department. The lates t arrivals ar e M asters G. Barrett , A . 
L owinthal and J. R oach, Chicago; Mast ers Carl and Alb ert T ench, 
fron1 the City of Mexico, and 1\/[ r. J. B~rgin . 

M r. James· Hay den, w hose studies last year were interrupted 
by sickness, has returned t o resume hi s cot.~rse in th e classics. We 
are g lad that his health permits him to enter into his stt.rdi es w ith 

¥ th e sam e energetic spirit w hich animat ed him before hi s illness. 
~ 

t 
s· 

t 



E.XAMINATIONS. 

The result of the semi-annual examinations which took p lace 
at the beginning of February, is most encouraging for the stud ents 
and their teachers. This searching test made it evident that <l; large 
majority of the students had diligently prepared, both r etpotely 
and proximately, for this trying ordeal. Each student had to ap­
pear before the board of examiners to be questioned in the various 
branches which he had studied during the past five months. To 
expedite the long and tedious work which this method of examin­
ing entailed, the prefect of studies, Rev. W. J. Bergin, C. S. V., .cli­
·vided the board of examiners into four groups, two for th e classical . 
department, one for the commercial and one for the minim depart­
ment. The students of the advanced clfi.ssics were exam ined by 
Rev. Father Bergin, who was assisted by Professors M. Cotter, J. 
l\![cCarthy, T. Cosgrove, W. Surprenant. The other classical stu­
dents were examined by Rev. Brothers Q:'l\'iahoney, Kirley, Breen, 
Quirk and Professor McMullen. The commercial students were 
examined by Rev. Bro. Raymond , who was assisted by Rev. Broth­
ers Lynch, Dube, Girard, - Leduc and Professor Martin. The ex­
aminers for the minim department were Rev. Brother St. Aubin , 
president of the board; Rev. Brothers Vigneault, Beauchene, Ha­
zen and Professors Fitzgerald, Egan, Lynn. The Rev. President, 
Father Marsi le, also took an active part in the exa11)-inations, divid­
ing his attention between the different courses. The number of stu­
dents who received excellent notes can be judged from the fo llow­
ing roll of honor: 

The Conway medal , for an average of 97 and upwards , in the 
classical course, equally deserved by J. Drennan, S. Morgan, H. 
Butler and G. Daviault, was drawn by J. Drennan. 

The classical excellence medal, for a note between 95 and 97, 
was equally deserved by J. Cooke, W. McKenria, J. Munday, I--<'. 

Miller, L. O'Connors ariel F. Walsh-drawn by L. O'Connors. 
The fir st class ical medal , for a note between 93 and 95, was 

equally deserved by C. Conway, J. H_ickey, J. Hogan, F . Munsch, 
E. Phelan-drawn by J. Hickey. 

The second classical medal, for a note between 90 and 93, was 
equally deserved by' H. Darche, J. Finnegan, C. Katzenberg, A. 
L'Ecuyer, W. Moran, J. O'Loughnane, R. \1\,T eurst-clrawn by C. 
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K.atzenberg. 
The Guilfoyle E ngli sh Composition m edal, for a note of 95 and 

up wards, was· -equally deserved by H. Butl er , J. Cooke, J. D rennan. 
J. Hickey, W. l\l[oran , F. lVfiil er , R . \N eurst, F. \N alsh- clrawn by 
_1. Cooke. 

Th e comm ercial exceilence m edal , for a note of 95 and upward s 
1vas won by J o eph Daily w ith a note of 95· 

The firs t commercial m edal , for a note between 93 and 95, was 
equally deserved by 1\II. L evy, H. T estin-clrawn by H . Test in . · 

The second comm ercia l medal, for a note between 90 and 93 · 
w as equally deserved by C. Foley, R . Mudd , E . Perron , A . Bisail­
lon , E. Carey, J. Cronin , J as . Daily-draw n by J as . Daily. 

The conduct medal , for a note of 95 and upwards, in th e senior 
department, was drawn by J. l\tl unday; in th e junior departm ent , 
drawn by H. Butler. 

In th e minim department , the . fir st excellence m edal was won 
by F . Westerfield , w ith a not e of 95, and the second excell ence 
medal was won by J. Kelly w ith a note of 94· T he conduct m edal 
was equally deserved by T. Harrison and E . Foley-drawn by T . 
Harrison. 

..···~''·· ·· ./ .. .. ' ---'3.-.. ~ ··-r:~rr· -. 
! \ "~LI \ + '~t!Jn~ + \ ~-- ~·~!~ ·' 
·· ........ , •. v~'!,"·~ .. ... / ·· r 



ATHL~TiCS. 

If the attention that the students give to indoor, handball, bow.,. 
ling, billiards and pool is indicative of a desire to acquire ti1e phys­
ical culture part of an ed ucation, then we may conclude that th e 
great ·majority of the boys believe in the saying, "lVIens sana in 
corpore sano," and w ill be well able in after years to point with 
pride to a good head on strong; broad shoulders. 

A representative indoor team from among the seniors has been 
c.rganizecl by 1\/[r. Frank Holland, who also acts in the capac ity of 
uanager and captain. To elate the team has played about eight 
games and has been victorious every time. They will undoubted ly 
w in the county championship if they keep up their present exce l­
lent playing. 1\/[uch cr edit is clue to Capt. Holland, who has will­
in g ly shouldered all the responsibilities of the indoor team, and has 
lead the boys to victory in every game. He and his team-mates 
deserve the support of the student body. 

The bowling alleys are always occupied and many interesting 
and close games may be ·seen iii that part of the gymnasium. The 
St. Joe people seem to be able t o beat all who dare oppose them. 
The study hall and third co rridor boys will tell you that. 

So great is the interest which many of the students take in 
handball , that it is even difficult to get a choose. The click of the 
ivories is ever heard under the balcony of the gyn1. 

· The baseball squad practices every conge afternoon and their 
untiring efforts to improve in our national game,justify us in saying 
that we w ill have a first class team next spring. The schedule is 
nearly complete and includes som e big games. 1\/[ . J. W. 


	002_R
	003_L
	004_R
	005_L
	006_R
	007_L
	008_R
	009_L
	010_R
	011_L
	012_R
	013_L
	014_R
	015_L
	016_R
	017_L
	018_R
	019_L
	020_R
	021_L
	022_R
	023_L
	024_R
	025_L
	026_R
	027_L
	028_R
	029_L
	030_R
	031_L
	032_R
	033_L
	034_R
	035_L

