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WOMAN AND HER EDUCATION

W. Emmett Conway, ’08.

RO the average person, far removed from the ennobling
< '1 preseuce and influences of those closely bound to him
) by family ties, there is perhaps To exercise of the mind
(%_J which begets: greater or more genuine pleasure than
. : does the mere contemplaticn of the parental abode—
home. The very sound of the word strikes a sympathetic cord in
the mest unresponsive heart: it penetrates the mask of the most
impassive worldiing : it pierces the soul of the exile with unrelent-
ing severity and makes his punishment all the more severe; it dis-
turbs the peace of the stoic and the scoffer and reduces-all to a
common level—human and sentimental. The undying love of
home is plainly seen, when, during the yuletide, men and women,
-young and old, endure the discomforts of limited transportation
and journey to distant points, at great expense, to engage for a
few brief hours in the pleasures of home. What is the cause
of this universal and undying affection for home? This question
can be answered individually. It is not luxury or wealth, for in
the humble peasant cottage the love of sons and daughters thrives
as firmly as in the most opulent mansion. No! the possession of
worldly goods holds little place in our thoughts in the contempla-
tion of home. Far and above this shines the love and esteem for
hose who brought us into the world and who have been our
Euides and models after which our lives have been patterned.

In this picture which we mentally conjure before us there ap-
pears a figure which we at once place in the most attractive po--
sition and around which we drape the other component parts; it
is woman, whose beneficent influence is felt especially in the
home, her divinely appointed kingdom. She is the inspiring per-
sonage in the concept of home, who diffuses her light to every
part of the picture and reveals the beauty of the surroundings.
She is the never-failing mainstay of the abode, to whom we hast-
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en in the moment of glory as well as in the time of adversity; she
is a necessary personage in the concept of home, the removal of
which causes our picture to appear common-place and unfinished
and robs it of its greatest asset. § '

Who, among us, with his frail and limited intellect, can ex-
amine the abstract goods of the world and measure the virtuous
possibilities which a mother possesses? As well attempt to con-
ceive the infinite, for her powers are.beyond human reckoning.
With her lies the possibility of sending forth sons and daughters
prepared, by their early training, to battle with the world and im-
prove it by their efforts; she may impart to a younger generation
the precepts of a learned and pious mind and inspire them by the
examples of a virtuous life, so that when the world sounds its
often repeated cry for men and women of moral and intellectual
worth, they will stand forth, willing and prepared to perform
their share of the labor in the betterment of human existence.
Upon her, to a large extertt, the nations of the world must depend
for their future condition, for upon the home depends the state.
To her they must turn when they wish to fill an office of wvital
importance to the nation; upon her they depend for .the produc-
tion of men who will be able to rise above the commonplace level
of humanity and effectively benefit the race. In her ear is the ever
resounding cry, “So educate the coming generation that we may
fill our public offices, schools and other important positions, with
persons who possess not only intellectual ability but sound,
moral, convictions!”  * , '

Since woman possesses such great possibilities for working
good and must assume such grave responsibilities, it follows, that
if she, herself, is misguided in her reasonings or actions, propor-
tionately great evil will follow. Whether she chooses to preside
over a home—which position is generally conceded as most fa-
vorable to women—or enter into the lists of those toiling in the
world, she should be suitably trained for her occupation. We
preach, continuously, of the benefits of higher education for men:
and pity those to whom it is denied, but we may well be called
narrow-minded if we would attempt to deny these privileges fo
the opposite sex. 'Education, in any aspect, is- essentially benefi-
cial, and since woman has been raised from the depths of pagan
degradation and placed in her present exalted position, she should
not be denied the blessings of the present day education. Let her
quench her thirst at the fountains of learning and thus enlarge
and beautify her field of labor; permit her to drink deeply at the
Pierian spring, that, returning she may be all the more beneficial
to the world and its beings. '
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It is generally conceded, by all who have given the subject
‘deep thought, that for a man to succeed in the world along intel-
lectual lines, he must partake of the higher forms of education.
We see colleges overflowing with young men, who, in anticipation
of the study of a profession, spend years in those branches of
study which will give them a more general education, and also
~serve to broaden the mind. But since we admit that man must
be well prepared for his advent into the intellectual world, are
we not inconsistent when we regard these same privileges as
needless to woman? A glance over the history of the past twen-
ty-five years will convince us that woman as a wage earner is no
longer regarded_as a curiosity but almost a necessity. In the
ranks of the professions, in offices and in schools, they number in
the thousands where a few years back, they were practically un-
known. And since woman chooses to throw aside the customs of
the past and engage in the struggle even as men do, who will say
. that she should be denied the same amount of preparation which
they receive. She should be given every advantage which will
tend to augment her success, and the most reliable asset she can
acquire is higher education.

Much as we might say of woman as a contender in the
world’s strife, it is especially in the home that we regard her as
essentially in her element. Here, away from the treachery and
avarice of -worldly minds and immune from the care of worldly
support, she may, in the greatest sense, exercise her beneficial
powers and prove herself a godsend to man. As an educator of
children, whose future success depends largely upon their early
education, she must prove herself capable or else the unlimited
possibilities of her teaching office will be lost. To impart to the
yvoung the virtues which will be remunerative in later years; to
guide them over the many pitfalls which present themselves at
the turning point of life; to train the child to be, at all times, a
person of character, unswayed by prejudice or temptation—these
are but a few of the duties which fall to the mother in her di-
vinely appointed office. Yet would you say that these offices can
be entrusted to one who has received little or no intellectual train-
ing? to one who is ignorant of her responsibilities and whose
ideals are not above the common-place? No! we must readily
admit that the training of children requires an educated mind. Tt
requires great moral faculties, so that when the child faces the
temptations of the world he may recall the inspiring words of his
teacher and direct his steps in the correct path. President Eliot
of Harvard cannot be accused of exaggeration or undue enthusi-
asm when he said that training children “is the most intellectual
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occupation in the world.” Her responsibilities and opportunities
are so many that, to truly perform her functions as a teacher, she
must be educated that she may realize the former and improve
the latter. ‘
Education, with its manifold advantages cannot be teo abund-
antly bestowed upon any individual. We cannot say that either
man or woman can be too highly educated. But with all its re-
commendations, it may prove worse than useless if the wrong
kind of learning is imbibed or if it is taught in a faulty manner.
Thus we would not advise a course in mechanics as an essential
to a statesman or a minister of the gospel, and he would be an
object of pity were his knowledge limited to this. branch. Yet in
our co-educational institutions of “today the condition of female
students is in some respects as ridiculous. These institutions,
founded and established strictly for the training of men, with a
curriculum admirably adapted to the needs of male students and
the courses especially established for our young men, today admit
as students, women, whom they expect to conform to the rigor-
ous and essentially masculine courses of study. Does not this ap-
pear most inconsistent and border on - the ridiculous? To -
~say that woman, whose most marked - characteristics
are essentially feminine, and who is the most admirable inasmuch
as she possesses womanly traits—to say that she in order to edu-
cate herself, should enter the lists with young men, conform her-
self to their mode of study, adapt herself to their manner of think-
ing and imbibe the golden words of wisdom in a manner most
suited to man,, is to say that the feminine charms in woman are
useless and that all, regardless of sex, should cultivate the same
habits of life. She is not fitted for the work as it is offered in
co-educational schools. I do not mean to say that woman is men-
tally incapable of performing the work—for past experience has
proven the contrary—but I wish to impress upon you that to ac-
quire an education, which will be beneficial in all the term implies,
she must choose an institution whose work is suited to her fem-
inine sensibilites, whose aim is to impart abundant and practical
knowledge, and at the same time enhance the admirable quali-
ties which constitute “woman, the fairest flower on earth.”
There must be some distinct aim in view in educating wo-
man, the same as in man. Too often do we hear the term, edu-
cation, applied to woman in that vague, abstract sense which
means merely the spending of an allotted period-of time and the
acquiring of an amount of profound though impractical learning.
Woman, with her admirable virtues and sensibilities, so suscept-
ible of development, should not be burdened with an abundance
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of impractical knowledge but should be trained and educated in
those studies best suited to her individual character. At the com-
pletion of her college career she should be so prepared that if
she chooses she may enter into the work of the world and instead
of being a rival and a detriment to man, prove herself a valuable
helper, an important acquisition in the world’s great work. But
if her mind is crowded with a superfluity of vague and impracti-
cal ideas; if she is filled with learning suitable only to man, if
she i1s imbued with the thought that all the conventional differ-
ences between man and woman should be laid aside, can you not
see the result? She will be inclined to develop the traits of men,
to throw aside as beautiful though useless adornments, those wo-
manly characteristics of which poets love to sing and which man
most admires in the opposite sex. A tendency to despise her lot
in life will develop in her; she will long for the seeming freedom
of masculine ways, which, once acquired, makes her despicable
in the eyes of men; unhappiness and discontent follow rapidly, and
thus the former beautiful ideals of womanhood are shattered to
give way to the advent of the manly woman.

In the midst of all these deplorable results, which we recog-
nize as inevitable consequences of co-education, there looms up a
powerful institution upon which we may rely—the college for wo-
men. Here, surrounded by all the conditions adapted to her na-
ture, woman may engage herself in the most advanced intellec-
tual work and at the same time preserve and foster her refinement
and culture. She must be granted all the assistance necessary in
perfecting herself in the manner intended by nature. While her
intellectual world is being enlarged her moral development must
not be hindered but vastly improved through the acquisition of
the inspiring ideals of Christian womanhood. Thus will woman
work for her own betterment, for it was through the elevating
influence of Christianity that woman was raised from the depths
of pagan degradation, and it is through Christianty that she must
expect to retain her present exalted throne. To retain her hold
upon man’s respect she must receive the right kind of education
or else assume the risk of degenerating. As Dr. Shields truth-
fully remarks in his new book, “If our Catholic women are to
retain their sweetness and refinement they must be educated by
women, in schools for women, and along the lines demanded by
woman’s nature.”

We are accustomed to hear on all sides the warning that we
are degenerating, and that as Rome fell so shall our country
crumble. We need not accept these fanatical declarations in their
full sense, but we may ponder over the possibilities of such an
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event. It is possible that we may not always be the powerful
nation we are today, but so long as the women of our country are
thoroughly and practically educated we may hope to improve in-
stead of deteriorate. The pages of history abound in the illustri-
ous achievements of woman, and since her field of activity is but
enlarged through education, we may expect to see her add great-
er laurels in the future. Through education we may hope to see
her fully acquire the ability to labor successfully in the world and
improve it by her presence; we may expect to see her preside
over homes in the future as in the past, and never suffer the home
to deteriorate from the high esteem in which it is now held;
through’/education we may expect to see her mingle in the world,
without contamination, and by her useful and virtuous life inspire
man to greater and nobler deeds.

Saint Catherine of Alexandria

WM. A. McGUIRE, ’08

VER since the dawn of Christianity, when woman was
raised from her low degradation and elevated to the ex-
alted position which she now holds and so charming-
ly graces, the companion of man has not only, by her
loving tendermess and disinterested affections, shown
herself worthy of ruling over the hearts of men and reigning as
queen in the domestic and social order, but she has also, by her
noble virtues and indefatigable zeal, instilled into man that bril-
liant spirt of true Christian chivalry; by the ardent flame of her

piety and self-sacrifice she has dispelled the gloomy mists sur-
rounding her early thraldom, and by the penetrating and efful-
gent rays of her glowing ardor she has written her name in let-
ters of gold on the scroll of fame and elicited the praise and ad-

miration of ages. _ .

Since by the doctrine of the incarnation, Christianity reha-
bilitated the whole hiiman race, so also by the doctrine of the di-
vine maternity did Christianity ameliorate the sorrowful lot of
woman and raise her from her own especial degradation. From
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this time-dividing epoch nothing great or n;o-blg was to be ac-
complished within the bosom of the C!hur.c:h without some Wo-
men participating in the deed, and the history of the Catholic
Church is replete with innumerable incidents of the truly wonder-
ful and heroic. achievements of her daughters. We read with tear-
dimmed eyes and hearts overflowing with sorrow and compas-
sion of those frail and delicate bodies torn to pieces by the sav-
age beasts in the amphitheatre, and again our heart goes out in
sympathy and admiration to those noble women who banished
from their minds all wordly thoughts and shared with the holy
anchorites the possession of the desert.

However, the saintly daughters of Eve were destined to take
a more active and important part in human affairs and through
their heroic efforts they wielded such a powerful and beneficent
influence over mankind that they imparted a renewed vigor and
added splendor to the refinement and civilization of every Chris-
tian age. We read of the artistic mind of the illustrious St. Ce-
cilia, under whose name music is glorified, and we  find the he-
roic and pious queen Blanche, the purity and splendor of whose
life shines forth as a beautiful example of the queenly mother of
a saintly king; and again we see the glistening tears of St. Moni-
ca redeeming the errors of her wayward son and giving to the
world the great philosopher and theologian, St. Augustine, but
there is one saint, the holiness and purity of whose life seems to
me to stand pre-eminently above all others and should command
the respect, veneration and love of every true Catholic: a saint
whose pure spotless life won for her the noblest virtue that can
adorn the Christian’s crown, virginity; a saint whose invincible
firmness in her adherence to Chrstianity and whose indomitable
courage in the face of death won for her the crown of martyr-
dom; a saint whose remarkable wisdom and purifying and ill-
uminating knowledge procured for her the exalted and well-merit-

ed title of patroness of philosophy—St. Catherine, the virgin mar-
tyr and philosopher of Alexandria.

No doubt you are well acquainted with the life and deeds of
this saint, but a brief description of her short and remarkable
career will probably freshen in your minds the memory of a saint
whom all true lovers of virtue and wisdom should admire and
imitate. Catherine was born of royal parents about the fourth
century, in Africa. As a child she was remarkable for her wis-
dom and acquirements, reveling in the philosophical treatises
of Plato and Aristotle:; as a maiden she was famed for her beauty,
riches and learning. At the death of her father this young prin-
cess fell heir to the kingdom and during the short period of her
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reign she gained the good will and love -of the people by her
wise and just laws; but her subjects became very much displeas-
ed at her unwillingness to marry, asserting that her gifts of noble
birth, beauty and wisdom should be transmitted to future gen-
erations. To all their entreating petitions and supplications this
unworldy virgin had but one answer, saying, that the husband
whom she would wed must be so noble that kings would wor-
ship him, his beauty must be such that angels should desire to
gaze upon him, and his benignity so great that he could forgive
all offences. This answer, as we might imagine, disheartened the
people of Alexandria, for they knew of no such prince, but
Catheride remained persistent in her determination to wed the
prince of her choice or none at all. The beautiful story con-
tinues to relate how through the vision of a holy hermit, to
whom the Blessed Virgin appeared Catherine received the joy-
ful information that the spouse whom she desired was none other
than the Divine Son of Mary.who alone possessed all and even
more than the requirements she demanded. We can imagine with
what joy she received this message and with what eagerness she
awaited the appearance of the mysterious prince. A few nights
after, her peaceful slumbers were disturbed by the vision of a
beautiful angel who guided her to the presence of the Divine
Son. Recognizing in His sublime countenance the prince of her
choice, she knelt before Him in adoration; but her joy was soon
to be turned into sorrow for she heard coming from the Divine
lips the words, “She is not fair and beautiful enough for me.”
At these words Catherine awoke, and unable to account for her
wonderful but sad dream, wept bitterly and seeking the holy her-
mit for advice she inquired by what means she could become
worthy of the Heavenly Bridegroom. Having explained the mean-
ing of the vision, this holy recluse instructed her in the true faith
and together with her mother she was baptizéd. The following
night in a similar vision the Blessed Virgin appeared to her and,
presenting her to the Divine Son, said; “Behold she hath been
baptized and T have been her godmother.” Hearing these loving
words Christ smiled upon her and plighted his troth by placing
a ring on her finger. When Catherine awoke the ring was still
there and in words steeped in the glowing fervor of her loving
heart and undving devotion, she made a vow that thencefor-
ward she would despise all earthly things and live only in the
hope that some day she would join her Heavenly Bridegroom in
His kingdom of glory. »

The glorious career of this saint now formally commenced,
for it was from this time onward that she displayed to such

et b
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great advantage in the interest of her new faith, those noble vir-
tues and that remarkable wisdom which were characteristic of
her childhood, but which now seemed to shine forth with a bril-
liancy and peerless splendor illumined by the glowing flame of
sincere devotion and happy contentment in the zealous prac-
tice of the true religion. St. Catherine now devoted herself to a
life of secluded contemplation and austerity, sacrificing her
rich mental gifts and the pleasures of this life on the altar of
the God whom she so devoutly adored; and so zealous was she
in the cultivation of that most sublime and beautiful virtue of
virginity, that she truly seemed as a sacred blossom of infinite
delicacy and sensibility which was blooming in the soft and vivi-
fying light of faith and was finally to blossom forth into a beau-
tiful flower of ravishing colors” whose sweet perfume was soon
to be wafted on the breeze of time, communicating to future
generations its refreshing fragrance and instilling in men a spirt
of goodness and greater devotion for everything pure and holy.
St. Catherine lived in an age of tyrannical oppression and
open persecution of Christians, in an age which was deluged in
the blood of those innocent mortals whose sole ambition it wias
to live in the zealous practice of their religious convictions and
to die in their defence; but our fearless young saint, nothing
daunted by the severity and ferocious cruelty of those blood-
thirsty persecutors,. emerged from her voluntary seclusion and
openly acknowledged her firm belief in the religion of Christ.
This was during the reign of the Emperor Maximin, the worth-
less son of a worthless father, who instilled with the hereditary
hatred of his ancestors for the Christian, and imbued with an un-
conquerable and fiendish desire of satiating his gluttinous appe-
tite in the blood of the Christians, declared a persecution against
them throughout his empire. '
_ Those surpassing gifts of purity and holiness which excited
our unbounded admiration and love in St. Catherine are now
lost in the dazzling glow of her zeal, and in the spirit of self-
sacrifice which she displayed, when guarded by the unsullied
shield of virtue and armed with the weapons of her own true
convictions, she appeared before the tyrant, and engaged him in
a discussion and utterly confounded him. The emperor, incensed
by his ignominious defeat at the hands of a woman, ordered that
fifty of the most learned men of the kingdom be brought to dis-
pute with this young philosopher. In the disputation which fol-
lowed, St. Catherine, sustained by the power of God, not only
vanquished them in argument but converted them to her own
true faith. After witnessing this display of her wonderful learn-
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ing and the conversions of his foremost scholars, the fury of
Maximin knew no bounds and in the heat of his flendlsh anger
he commanded that the new Christians be burned to death, but
the heroic and unflinching St. Catherine, undaunted by the fear
of death, stood by this ghastly pile of human victims and in
words of comfort, she told them that their blood would be their
~ baptism and the devouring flames their crown of glory.

Having failed by various perfidious means to overcome the
virtue of this noble and heroic princess, the emperor cast her in-
to a loathsome dungeon where she remained for several weeks
without food or drink, but when the prison doors were finally
opened, St. Catherine came forth more beautiful and more ra-
diant than ever. The news of" this unmistakable and wonderful
miracle having spread rapidly throughout the city, the” empress
and many nobles proclaimed their conversion to Christianity,
and as their reward they were all made the happy recipients of
the martyr’s crown. ‘

The buoyant and unshaken spirit of St. Catherine was now
to undergo a final test. This hell-inspired monster who made
Alexandria run red with the blood of those heroic martyrs, now
offered to enthrone St. Catherine as the mistress of the world if
she would but listen to him; but the proposal was spurned and
as a fitting punishment she was ordered to be pound to four
spiked wheels which revolved in different directions so that she
might be torn to pieces while the emperor would revel in the
horrible sight of her convulsions of agony. As soon as Catherine
was bound to this instrument of torture, the God whom she so
devotedly loved, baffled their cruel designs and to ‘the amaze-
ment and despair of Maximin, the chords which bound her were
snapped asunder by the invisible power of an angel, the wheels
were consumed by fire and the fragments were thrown about
with such force that the executioners and many of the spectators
were killed. But the emperor, still imbued with his fiendish hat-
red, remained utterly and stubbornly blind to this manifest inter-
vention of God; and in order to rid himself of her hated pre-
sence, he compelled her to suffer the penalty of her fearless cour-
age and unflinching constancy in the practice of her faith, by
ordering her to be decapitated. Thus ended the glorious career
of one of the noblest and holiest women of the fourth century.

In making a study of the life of any saint our mind is forci-
bly drawn toward some inherent and predominating characteris-
tic of his life, some virtue, the especial cultivation of which dis-
tinguishes him from eothers,—it mav be either piety, self-sacrifice,
or purity of life, but in St. Catherine we not only find all these
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virtues united in one harmonious whole, but our attention is
principally attracted by a most beautiful combination of quali-.
ties, a combination of piety- and learning, the harmonious blend-
ing of her extraordinary spirit of sanctity enhanced and illuminat-
ed by the brilliancy of her mental gifts, of her remarkable wis-
dom which was sanctified by her extraordinary spirit of piety.
Thus we find, in reading her holy life, a saint who by her in-
timate communion with God learned that the peerless soul of a
virgin is the most beautiful thing on earth, a saint whose fear-
less courage and invincible firmness in the defence of her reli-
gion should be the object of our admiration and sincere venera-
tion, a saint whose womanly accomplishments and surpassing
mental gifts should call forth our wonder and ‘worshipful re-
verence. . _

We know from history that God has frequently chosen the
meek and humble frame of a maiden for the most extraordinary
manifestations of His power and goodness, hence we are not sur-
prised to find in St. Catherine that love of learning and that re-
markable zeal with which she devoted her life to the attainment
and perfection of the most excellent of all human sciences—philo-
sophy; that science which, guided by the luminous torch of rea-
son, explores the dark and gloomy caverns of highest causes;
that science -which throws open the inexhaustible treasure-house
of knowledge and adorns the minds with the priceless gems of
wisdom ; that science which made Cicero exclaim in admiration:
Y philosophy, thou art the guide of life, the guardiam of vir-
tue and the banisher of vice! What would the life of man be with-
out thee!”

There is perhaps no other saint who should have more claims
to our respect and veneration than St. Catherine, for who is there
better fitted to administer to our spirtual needs than that saint
who preferred her virtue and chastity to all worldy advantages,
and who is there more capable of ministering to the wants of our
mental faculties than that saint whose remarkable learning and
brilliant talents illumined the dark by-ways of error by the torch
of her wisdom and guided those erring souls to the sunlit path-
which leads to the resplendent: gates of heaven.
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THE COLLEGE GRADUATE

FRANCIS E. MUNELCd, ’08

S IT true that many young men today are tramping the
streets without work and often without an enviable
reputation, but with an A. M. or an A. B. from some
college? People, especially those who never made a
college course, are wont to help circulate. such a report
with a certain contempt for colleges, and with the secret insinua-
tion that a college graduate is hardly ever able to take a position
in the world and successfully cope with the stern realities of life.

"The college-bred youth is rather looked upon as an idle visionary

or an effeminate character, without stamina, one who has always
had what he desired, who never knew want, and who was never
inured to toil and knows not what earnest work 1s. While it is
a melancholy truth and a fact to be deplored that many an A. M.
or A. B. is today leading the life of a worthless citizen, or a life
little becoming his college education, still it is not only a partial,
one-sided and prejudiced view, but it is purblind strabismus to
see nothing of worth in our college graduates and to see the ma-
jority of them pursuing a low path in life.

Those people who are forever finding graduates & worthless.
lot, and who thereby cast covert slurs at college education, must
remember that if a student fails to acquire an honorable position
in life, if he is incapable of holding a responsible place in the
world, the fault is almost always subjective, and consequently the
blame must rest on the graduate and not upon the institution,
which has done its best to equip him for his life work. If the
student has successfully passed his examinations for degrees he
is entitled to them; whether or not he pursues the right path,
once he has left his college, is largely and solely due to himself.
And surely no one can reasonably say that his future unsuccess-
ful, unedifying and worthless career is traceable to the ennobling
influences of a school of intellectual and moral culture. No, this
would be gross falsehood and would be challenged by anyone hav-
ing the slightest regard for truth. And why so. Because it is
within the college walls that the student receives a noble impetus
and every sort of wholesome influence; it is there that he is con-
stantly brought into contact with stimulating examples of virtue,
with living types of true, Christian manhood: it is there that the
loftiest ideals are held up for his imitation. If afterwards he neg-
lects to follow out these inspiring principles, he cannot plead ig-
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norance of them. Let him say then in self accusation, as the great
saint of Hippo, “I know the better things and approve them, yet
I in weakness pursue the worse.” Let no one then underrate the
high moral influence of college life, for indeed, for one worthless
graduate that issues from Alma Mater’s sacred halls, a dozen can
be found who have been wrought within her hallowed precincts

into men of sterling worth.

The less offensive but no less irritating accusation that the
college graduate is seldom fit for a position in the active, busy
world is grossly exaggerated by many. Consider the student’s
entrance into college and follow his sojourn there. Is his not a
rigorous training? He has a purpose in coming to college, he has
an end for which he desires to be prepared and educated. He is
set to a curriculum of studies which he must pursue with atten-
tion and earnestness. Every day finds him with a portion of work
which he is expected to accomplish. He is given trials and exam-
inations which he must pass successfully for promotion. This sys-
tematic work is pursued for years till finally the day comes when
he is pronounced competent in his branch and able to enter the
field he has elected. Little doubt can remain then that the col-
lege man who occupies a professional station in the world is ably
prepared to encounter all that can be reasonably expected from
him. If the graduate has attended a real college he knows per-
sonally that it is by dint of continued effort that he has won his
laurels. He knows what work is.

Is not the college man fit for the toils and ennuis of the
strenuous life? Is he not equal to the work attendant on the busy
editor, doctor, lawyer, and business man? Has he never met toil
in his long course at college? Was everything milk and honey to
him there? Ah! no. The true student will tell you what work
is. How often has he burned the midnight oil pondering over
his volumes. After such a laborious career he ought to be equal
to any task that his profession may call for, and o grapple with
it with a will and not faint under its weight or be disheartened by
difficulties. Long hours in the office will not find him growing
prematurely weary or fatigued. The habit of work has been
formed at college and has become a second nature. Besides be-
ing thoroughly proficient in the subject matter, and in the dis-
tinct requirements of his profession, the college graduate makes
other acquisitions at college which render him more capable and
suited to secure a successful career in the world of activities. He
has received at college a certain refinement, he has acquired a
firmness and fineness of character which is not acquired at once,
cannot be assumed at will, but grows slowly and imperceptibly.
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His environments have had a humanizing influence on him and
have taught him how to live with others sociably, and hence peo-
ple will recognize that distinctly cultured air and manner which
attaches to a college-bred man. This is not effeminacy, it is
simply good manners, the good breeding of an educated gentle-
man. DBy the friction of the educational process at college the na-
tive roughness and crudities of youth have been smoothed till
our student becomes a polished gentleman. And what an ad-
vantage does he possess in the professional or business world, who
is known as a real gentleman? Habits, too, of regularity and
punctuality have been cultiveted at college—dispositions quite in-
dispensable for success in any avocation.

E(ﬁuipped then with such knowledge of his profession, to-
gether with well-formed habits, must the graduate fail and that
too precisely because he is a graduate? It is preposterous. True,
experience and practice are lacking but nothing can take the
place of these. Tt is safe to say that in a short time, growing in
age, practice, and experience, the student will become a leader in
his field, because he possesses many distinct advantages over
those who have not received the opportunities of the- college
course. Away then with this platitude that men from college
fail and must fail in the world because forsooth a few A. B.’s now
are adrift who scarce can eke out a miserable living. It is the
duty, and we hope the determined ambition, of every graduate
here this year to make false the assertion in his case. Let all the
members of the o8 class, in emulous rivalry of their predeces-
sors, go forth fearlessly to meet the tasks that await them, and
as worthy alumni of a Catholic College do such perfect work as
will again demonstrate the advantage of college training.

" AS THE TWIG IS BENT

L. G. LIBERT, 08

BA T HEN the gentle South winds with their soft breath dis-

| pel from the sky the dark, threatening, wintry clouds;
when the glorious sun shoots forth his glittering beams
and lifts up the snowy white mantle which has covered.
the plains these long months; when the migrating birds
have returned, warbling. their sweet love notes to their mates
and search for fit and favorable surroundings in which to build
their nests; when the plains, the valleys and the forests assume a
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verdurous hue which pleases the eye and rejoices the heartsthen
we know that spring is at hand; that the time preparatory. for
sowing has arrived. The fields which but yesterday seemed bar-
ren wastes are today carefully prepared to receive at the most
propitious time seeds from which will grow tiny plants; these
will be tenderly trained and cultivated in order that their  devel-
opment may reach its utmost capacity, and that yielding fruit most
abundantly they may attain the ultimate end for which the plough-
man strove so laboriously.

If the season of the year must be so carefully selected, the
soil prepared with assiduous care and labor for the reception of
seed, the plant trimmed and nurtured so diligently that it may not
be dwarfed, stunted, and prevented from attaining its fullest de-
velopment—fruit; if so much care is required for that insignifi-
cant seed to propagate and perfect its own species, how much

. more minute and constant is the care that must be given to the

education of the child, God’s own seedling which is full of the
most varied possibilities. The body, the animal part of man,
grows by intussusception, and this physical growth in childhood,
youth and early manhood is attained with the help of manual la-
bor or athletics or both. The body becomes strong, sinewy and
muscular, capable of strenuous activity, a fit abode for a sound
mind. But an excess of physical development presents before our
eyes the picture of a typical ignorant barbarian, warlike, brutish,
sensual, regardless alike of right or duties, of education, law or
religion ; he seeks nothing but the performance of feats of endur-
ance and strength such as carrying on murderous wars, killing,
slaughtering and bathing in the blood of his victims, burning,
plundering and satisfying his lecherous passions amidst his weird
and gruesome debaucheries; this is the height of his ambition,
the boast of his glorious achievements, and the summit of his
happiness. On the other hand, an excess of mental development
will produce an object of pity, a weak, puny and stunted body;
a mind selfish, supercilious and precocious.

The soul of man, composed of intellect and will, must ‘he
trained and educated. If you fill the intellect in the most thor-
ough manner by compelling it to master all the principles found in-
extended mathematical, scientific, and classical courses and have
not the will under control, you have succeeded to an eminent de-
gree in putting into the hands of a madman a double-edged
weapon for his own undoing as well as for the destruction of
others; yes the possessor of an intellect crammed with all sorts
of knowledge, with no power over the will, is like a pilot entering
into a harbor with a rudderless ship or an engineer running at
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terrific speed with a broken throttle at his side—he follows a path
leading nowhere but to wholesale destruction. The results of
pernicious education stdare at us from all sides; criminals of every
description are yearly turned out by the wholesale, and why is
it that in the year 1905, we, the enlightened people of this pros-
perous republic, attained the sad pre-eminence of having a
higher percentage of suicides than any European country? Why
is it that the judges in our courts of justice are daily obliged to
listen to the most scandalous, disgusting, and filthy accounts of
matrimonial infidelities, grant decrees of divorce whereby these
parties may mate again and lead poligamous lives? Why is it
that we have so many mysterious murders, so many dollar-wor-
shipers 4vho are accumulating enormous fortunes through dis-
reputable means, so many evil-doers openly defying the laws of
the country, so many gentlemen thieves who manage to elude
their deserved abode, the penitentiary? The fault is ours, it is
in our lop-sided system of education; the cry is to educate the
intellect, follow materialistic principles to attain this education as
though this were the sum of education. From different qnarters
is also heard the cry to teach general principles of morality in
schools, and why such a dismal failure? Because there is a lack
of knowledge and authority in teaching the primary principle
upon which is based the control of the will. The will must be ed-
ucated, but not unless through the intellect, for the will has no
power to will or desire anything unknown by the intellect; as
the will is free, it is capricious, and if not led and made to ap-
preciate different goods by the intellect, it must necessarily seek
goods of its choice, led by deception of the emotions and the
allurements of the passions. For whatever comes to the intellect
comes through the gateway of the senses; all our sense impres-
sions are acquired images of external objects, mostly through
the eve and the ear, the most spiritual of the senses. All these
impressed species are wrought upon and dissected by the powers
of the intellect, whence the will is trained to appreciate and to
choose different gcods guided by the directing voice of conscience.

“Conscience,” says Balmes, “signifies the judgment which
we ourselves form of our actions as good or evil. Thus, when we
are about to perform an action, conscience points it out to us
as good or bad, and consequently lawful or unlawful; and thus
directs our conduct. The action being performed, it tells us wheth-
er we have done well or ill, it excuses or condemns us, it rewards
us with peace of mind or punishes us with remorse.” Quoting
further, “conscience is formed under the influence of all the caus-
es which forcibly act on our hearts.” Then conscience, that vi-
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tal spark implanted in us with the first breath of life by the
Creator of the Universe, must necessarily be formed into an il-
!u'mining blaze under His most salutary direction whereby this be-
ing will attain the glorious end for which it was destined. As
God has willed the end, He has also provided the means for the
attainment of that end.” God, since the creation of man, has al-
ways directed his creatures, during the first 4000 years by means
of his prophets, and since the Christian era by his own Son,
‘ (;hrist, who founded His Church and remains with her for all
- time, teaching all things to all men through his divinely appoint-
ed teachers. Scarcely is the child able to utter a few monosyll-
~ables than that little trusting heart, throbbing with love for all
those that surround it, is taught by its parents whose powers are
delegated by God Himself, to discriminate right from wrong, good
from evil, justice from injustice, truth from falsehood, and vir-
tue from vice. Armed with these first theoretical principles, con-
science throughout the life of the individual, ever under the
watchful guidance of that infallible Authority, directs the will
to appreciate different goods from the knowledge acquired by
the intellect. This is a theoretical and practical education of the
feelings and of the heart, of the mind and of the soul.

‘What a deplorable fact it is that our modern ‘teachers, while
advocating the teaching of moral principles in schools, ignorant-
ly or willfully confound the powers and faculties of the heart
and soul. “Intellectual education,” says Compayre, “is surely the
best preparation for moral education.” How may this be under-
stood if it is not simply putting blazing torches in the hands
of children? While educators clamor for moral education in
schools, the law strictly and explicitly forbids religious educa-
tion to be inculcated in schools, and- yet morality is the offspring
of religion. What is the reason for this chaotic predicament and
this miserable state of ignorance into which multitudes are plung-
~ed? Is it prejudice or narrow-mindedness? Is it willful ignor-
ance or malice. Nay, God forbid, that these people be in such piti-
able condition through their fault. The fault is not theirs, but
their leaders, a few proud, conceited and passionate men who a
few centuries past deceitfully led the masses into error where
both the leaders and the led found themselves in an almost ir-
remediable and abject slavery of the heart, mind and soul. How-
‘ever much the modern instructors glory and boast of the success
attained in their teaching of morality in schools, yet the fact
remains that that much vaunted principle has led and is leading
vearly a numerous horde to skepticism, infidelity and atheism.
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As the mariner on the high seas guides his vessel to safety
by the light of the Polar Star, so also must we children of earth
have a guiding star to lead us through this hazy and troubled
life to a haven of safety and joy; yes, and this beacon light is no
other than Christ, the ideal man, the model and exemplar for
all men and for all time. Iriends, just think of this; just think
of what it means that the God-man came down upon earth and
obeyed His creature Mary, His mother in all, even the minutest
details of life, while she obeyed her son, her God. What a more
sublime picture can be conceived for the painter’s brush and
the poet’s pen? How can perfection of authority and obedience
between God and His creatures be better exemplified to our
minds and, to our hearts? What more perfect ideals can be put
before the’ young learner’s eyes--than Christ, the ideal man and
Mary the ideal woman? Surely none, for as soon as these ideals
are removed from the sight of both young and old they are be-
wildered, they find themselves in utter darkness, and seek but
seek in vain, for they despised and spurned their only guide,
that true and perfect authority. “Man,” as defined by Aristotle,
“is a religious animal,” Hence, all his education must be based
upon religious principles, otherwise all his attainments, all his
- knowledge, is like a massive building erected on a defective
foundation. This fact is recognized by many of our consistent,
modern educators who are trying to devise means to remedy this,
defective system of education.

As we Catholics, living in this age of inventions, progress
and prosperity, are fully conscious of and realize the Tact that
we possess the only true, perfect, and substantial Christian sys-
tem of education, a system which has stood external assaults
as well as internal dissensions for mnearly two thousand
years and emerged from each  successive  encounter .
with  victorious colors unfurled higher and higher sky-.
ward, a system which educates the whole man and which
was founded and directed by the highest authority—that auth-
ority which can never fail or lead us astray so long as we heed
its commands and adhere to them; we who are conscious of all
~ this must labor zealously and conscientiously in propagating and
teaching this only system of education which develops the whole,
the perfect man, and thus help to make the age in ’Wthh we live
a glorious and a Worthy age.

/=
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THE MAN OF THE HOUR

W. J. REMILLARD, 08

B— ol

JUGUST 1, 1889, was the twenty-first anniversary of John
Cleary’s birthday. He was the only son of William ]J.
Cleary, a wealthy and prosperous banker of Fifth ave-
nue. The young man had been attending college for
several years and had returned home with the sorrow-
ful news that he had failed to obtain the required graduation aver-
age, and being discouraged he informed his father that his college
days were over, and that he would not make another attempt in
the educational line. Half of the vacation had already slipped
away and each day heard John make the avowal that he would
have no more of college life. Each afternoon found him with
his friends, spinning along Broadway or through the gorgeous
parks in the Cleary tourmcr car, and each evening he was sur-
rounded Py a host of acquamt=mces at the bar, at the ball, or at
the theatre. He hardly realized that vacation was over, enjoy-
‘ment of every kind had so surrounded him in the past two
months. Finally, one evening in the first week of September his
father called him into the library just as he was about to leave.

Mr. Cleary had partly ignored John’s protestations in regard
to his return to college, but now he felt that it was his duty to
‘step in and use his parental 'Luthorlty

“Well John,” he began, “have you decided when to leave?”

“Leave for where?”’ questioned the young man with surprise.
"The father mused for a moment, and then continued. “Look here
my boy, you have enjoyed Vourself this summer about as well
as any young man in New York and it is time now that vou take
a different_view of affairs. Tomorrow at 1:25 p. m., you will be
prepared to leave for Buffalo, where you will cointinue your stud-
ies and make another attempt at graduation.” Two fiery eyes
met the authoritative glance of the father

“T cannot and moreover wvsill not go,” was the impudent re-
ply. No motive is better calculated to inspire the hatred of one
being for another than the abuse of the former’s good graces.’
The kind and loving father lost all patience with his impudent
son. A disgraceful dispute arose between parent and child and
ended in the awful w01d9 “Go where you will, but never cross
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my threshold again.” That night when the city bells rang out
the midnight hour, a middle-aged gentleman was still reclining in
his spacious apartments mourning the loss of an only boy, and at
the same moment a young man was leaning over the railing of
an observation car, torturing himself with a farewell view of his
native city and the memories of an affectionate father.

It was October th‘e 1st, 1889, at 5:45 p. m., that the long

- west-bound limited slowed up at Hastings, Nebraska, for the ac-

commoedation of a single passenger whose long journey ended
here. He alighted on the platform, and as he did so a close ob-
server would have noticed not only the perplexity which seizes
one whén he arrives at a station where he is totally unknown,
but also a look of deep-hidden and long-endured mental agony.
He was dressed neatly in black and carried a light telescope at
his side. He walked briskly over towards a conspicuous building
which bore the inscripton, “The Western Home,” -registered, and
was shown to a meat apartment with the maid’s kind greeting,
“This is your room sir.” He entered, spent a few moments in the
refreshing lavatory, and scon found himself enjoying his evening

repast with a dozen cowboys who had just returned from a cattle-

drive and were on their way back to the ranch. He said com-
paratively little dring the meal but had the pleasure of spending
the evening with the overseer of the gang, who alone remained at
the hotel, while the others spent the night at Tampa Cafe.

“Well,” concluded the overseer, “if you're lookin’ for a ranch
job I think you might as well start out with us tomorrow, as we
need another man right away.”

“I am heartily thankful to you,” said John, “and I will do
the square thing towards you, and will give you my best service.
I will be ready to leave at sunrise.”

Indeed John had no trouble keeping his word as he slept very
little during the night. In fact, he was up and dressed long be-
fore any of the others, so that when the eastern sky began to
change from purple to crimson he had saddled his btroncho and
was rapidly covering the narrow road-way with his companions.
A long, hot and sultry day closed just as they reached the ranch.
John sat around the fire after he had partaken of a hearty meal,
and before he retired for the night he had won the friendship and
good will of every one of his cowboy associates. Of course he
was a so-called “tender-foot,” but the initiation did not last long
and the gang’s admiration of him increased with each succeeding
day. He became a wonder in his new state of life, and from his
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excellent horsemanship and self-control he merited the cognomen,
of “Brainey Jack.”

It would here be trespassing upom the novelist’s grounds to
record the events which took place during the following nineteen
years. Enough to say that he became a thrifty cowboy and be-
fore wrinkles had crowned his brow, John Cleary was a prosper-
ous and wealthy ranchman.

It was Oictober 12th, 1907 when Jack was making one of his
ordinary trips to Hastings that a storm overtook him and contin-
ued with such violence that he was compelled to put up for the
night in “The Western Home.” He was the only stranger there,
so the long dreary hours brought a cloud of lonesomeness over
him and forced his thoughts to wander back to the scenes of his
boyhood days. He could not endure the torturing memories, so
 he picked up a newspaper which lay beside him and began to

peruse the different headlines. He was startled for a moment,
and then read on: “Terrible Financial Crisis,” “Many New York
Bankers Involved in Bw Money Trouble,” “Wm. Cleary Accused
of Heavy Speculation”—

He seized his hat, ordered the clerk to inform his ranchmen
that he would be absent for two weeks, and was soon speeding
‘eastward over the harvest-laden territories of Nebraska.

The great financial trial took place in New York Novem-
ber 1st. An elderly gentleman, known as Wm. J. Cleary, was
seated in the defendant’s chair surrounded by several prominent
lawyers. His snow-white head drooped upon his breast as the
judge stood up to read the sentence. The court room was filled
with Fifth avenue bank patrons who listened intently to the thrill-

ing words of the speaker.

“Wm. J. Cleary, president of the Fifth Avenue National
Bank, has been accused of speculating with the capital of said
bank, and found guilty of same. Wherefore the Supreme Court
judges it fit herewith to impose upon him an imprisonment of
fifteen years.”

The deep silence which had hitherto filled the court room
was suddenly broken by the footsteps of a middle-aged man who
- walked up the centre aisle, placed his hand upon the railing in
front of the judge and calmly remarked: “Your honor, I would
-like to be informed of the amonut of money said to be out against
Mr. Cleary.” The question was rather uncalled for, but the Judge
answered abruptly: |

“Sixty-cne thousand dollars.”

“Then,” he said, tossing his purse over upon the lawyers’ table,
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“put his accounts down to my name.
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my father.”

The applause and cheers which arose from the courtroom

were deafening and overwhelming.

When the refreshing breezes brought Wm. ]J. C‘leary to his
senses he found himself spinning through Belvin Park in a roomy
automobile seated beSIde a middle-aged man who was peacefully
exhaling the vapors of a La Madevia, and glancing interestedly
over the latest publication of the rise and fall of the western

stock markets.

THE CURTAIN CALL.

~ Clarence P. Conway, *08

All the world’s a stage—at least 'tis writ—
And we, the actors, often are discussed;

The scenes in which we make our little hit
Are used by others, when we are but dust.
Thus college life, in which the young perform,
And fondly hope in future years to star,

Brings forth the man, 'tis as a noble norm

By which we later live—and make or mar.
The Freshman, free from care, the victim of abuse,
Thinks light of worldly woes and mortal strife.
The Soph'more of his station makes good use
And with awakening mind views worldly life.
The Junior, full of joy, yet more restrained,
Than all his younger brethren, longs to meet
The day of conquest, when, well trained

He'll lay his talents at the worldling’s feet,
The Senior, stern of face, with brow perplexed

Thinks of future trial—the great unknown,

The deeds of men by which we're pleased or vexed.
All these he sees—and he must fight alone!
Commencement, with its joy and sweet refrain,
Brings, too, a sorrow in its joyous .tone,

The graduate would live it all again,

This glad, sad day forever would postpone.

That ‘elderly gentleman is
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TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE

~ Francis E. Munsch, ’08.

N a warm afternoon in August, Father Benton, presi-
dent of St. college, was sitting in his
huge arm-chair, trying to get a few moments of rest
in the seclusion of his room. He had been unusually
busy in the forencon in entertaining several callers,
mostly parents who were contemplating sending their boys to
college next season. So then just now Fr. Benton, his room dark-
ened, was dozing off into a peaceful nap. He was in the last
'scenes of a beautiful dream; he was thinking how pleasant it
would be were some rich man to make a handsome donation to
his college. This thought produced a thousand pleasihg imagina-
tions which chased themselves through his head. Suddenly he
was awakened from his reverie by a rather loud knock on the
door. “Come in,” he answered, but did’'nt arise from his chair. A
‘man of middle age stepped in, tall, well built, neat but not sty-
lish in his dress, and introduced himself as a certain Mr. Wal-
lace. The priest was quite aroused by this time and was prepar-
ing to talk over a prospective student. The visitor went on to
say that he was a retired merchant from Chicago, that he had
heard of thé recent disaster at the college, and had come to learn
if a princely donation would be acceptable. Imagine the surprise
-of the president. He was fully awake now, and so excited as
quite to forget to raise the shades in his room. His mind tossed
with a thousand and one things. The improvements he would
‘make about the college; he would equip a laboratory, increase
‘the library, and institute a new chair in this and that branch.
Meantime the wealthy gentleman had drawn a checkbook from
‘his pocket. The priest’'s face was aglow with pleasure, his eyes
were beaming as they were fixed on the note-book; he was say-
ing all sorts of things to the domator, praising and thanking him
for his charity and generosity. Just then a loud rap was heard
at the door, and without pausing two men stepped into the room.-
“They cast a hurried glance around and immediately seeing the
m.al{, walked over and laid hands on him and conducted him
‘back that afternoon to the insane asylum whence he had escaped
‘that morning. ‘
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EDITORIAL.

The portal of graduation through which we are to enter
upon the broad vista of the actual world lies open before us, but.
so thick are the mists which hang over the sur--

Graduation. rounding landscape, that the different paths which
we are to follow lie in obscurity. Oh! that we-

could throw aside these vaporous tissues, and behold what the fu--
ture has in store for us, but we cannot. However, let us not '
labor under the delusion which, unfortunately, is so common—
that the world is waiting for us with out-stretched arms, anxious-
to place us on pedestals and offer us homage; if this is what we-
expect we are doomed to bitterest disappointment. Graduation
is not the “end all”; it is but the beginning, the commencement of
struggles, strifes, and contentions, and our graduation, our re-
ceiving of degrees, is but a mark of our fitness and ability to take-
- part in these. Owr college, by conferring graduation honors-
upon us, vouches for our capability, hence we are under a most:
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solemn obligation to our Alma Mater, to prove to the whole
world by our actions that she has made no mistake in selecting
us to be the exponents of her moral and intellectual training.
' T
In our opinion Catholic graduates, taken as a whole, are done
a grave injustice when the imputation is made that they do
not support the Catholic press “unless lured into
Are We doing so on a plea that such support is a contribu-
Rightly tion to charity.” We would ask, is the circulation
Blamed?  of Catholic periodicals decreasing? We believe
not, but on the contrary it is gradually increasing.
To what is this increase due. It is due chiefly to the efforts of
priests, who are certainly Catholic graduates and who are ever
urging their people to subscribe for and read Catholic papers. As
to FFather Mullany’s charge that students at Catholic colleges
neglect Catholic literature, we are forced to believe that if he
carries his investigation far enough and visits a sufficient number
of schools, he will be obliged to pass a more favorable opinion. As
we write there are before us prospectus’ of seven or eight Cath-
olic colleges and their several courses in literature are materially
the same as the one given at St. Viateur’s, and we are certain that
no one can accuse us of neglecting the works of Catholic authors.
No, we cannot agree with -Father Mullany. There is another side
to this question, and it is, does the Catholic press support the
Catholic graduate? We hardly thirk so. While we do not ex-
pect the press to offer positions to the great number of graduates
coming each year from Catholic schools, there are many ways in
which it could encourage and materially aid him. Wie hope to
see the circulation of Catholic periodicals double and treble it-
self, and we graduates of St. Viateur’s all pledge ourselves to

support our press, but we wish to see the press do its share
too. J. L. D., "o8.
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With the closing of the scholastic year comes the graduates
pictures, the Senior Number, and the ex-man’s farewell; all of
which are supposed to depict the wisdom of those concerned and
serve as models and sources of inspiration to those aspiring mor-
tals who look forward to taking up the work during the next
year. f9f course we must feel great regret over this sad affair,
viz: the laying down of the critic’s pen and the abandonment of
the disorderly sanctum—and should hasten to congratulate those
who are so fortunate as to be chosen our successors. - All of
which we will surely do, but we do not bind ourselves to refrain
from acquainting the future ex-man that his heritage is one of
little value in this world, that his most pretensious efforts are
likely to pass unnoticed, and that the compliments and boquets
which he so ardently covets will surely pass his door and serene-
ly deposit themsélves at the feet of some other worker. Having
informed him of these facts, we will next proceed 1o make known
to him this grand opening for the display of his modesty and
spirit of sel-sacrifice; he may labor industriously, and each month
fill his allotted space with the words of advice ana wisdom, re-
enforced by the strength of his critical insight, and when this is
done he may feel sure that his efforts will be highly appreciated
by those who have been the recipients of his laudatory terms, and
that he will bring down upon his head the abuses and anathemas
of those whose efforts he has so magnanimously and so unselfish-
ly criticised. Of course these considerations have a tendency
to discourage the new ex-man, but he should view. the situation in
a different light for even though the work is arduous and the re-
turns few, still the department. is an important one and it should
be retained as a prominent feature of college journals. True, very
often the department is abused or, even when well edited, it at-
tracts only a few readers, yet it works a beneficent influence over
college letters. From the exchange column the censor looks upon
the college world, from which these many journals come; he sees
the vast numbers of voung people, who are the contributors, and
they, under his watchful eve, fear for their literary productions
and strive for excellence. The friendlv criticism to be found in
the average journal is an aid and an inducement to more excel-
lent work, and hence this valuable department should not be suf-
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fered to deteriorate but should be encouraged in every way and
its future existence assured.

Much as we desire, we cannot in truth say that the year just
closing has been the greatest, grandest, etc., that the world of
college letters has ever experienced. Qur one year of experience
will not permit us the use of such far-reaching adjectives, but we
can say, from the very root of our fountain pen, that the work of
the past year has more than fulfilled the highest hopes which we
entertained at the beginning of the year. In the majority of cases
there has been a great effort made to surpass all former standards
- of excellence, and in a great measure success has been achieved.
It has been a pleasure, on our part, to mingle with these ambi-
tious young people who unselfishly labor for the good of college
journalism; we have enjoyed the just and friendly criticisms of
our friends in the exchange world, and it is with no little sad-
ness that*we address them for the last time. Owurs has been a
pleasant year, and we think we may say it has been of great profit
to us. We hope that the different journals will exchange more
freely and even more peacefully in the future than in the past,
and that the present ex-men and women will ever regard with

genuine pleasure the work of the year just completed.
W. EMMETT CONWAY, ’o08.

BE| Mtbletic Motes|Z28

St. Viateur 8; Knox College o.

On May 14th the Varsity made its debut before the elite resi--
dents of Galesburg where the stalwarts of Knox College were de-
feated and trampled on to the tune of 8 to o. Stack, the local
whirlwind, was on the hill for St. Viateur’s, and to say that he
was the major, chief tooter and general musician is not an exag-
geration. He had the Knox boys biting hard, sending ten back
to the bench on strikes and holding them to three scanty hits.
While Stack was doing the stingy act, St. Viateur pounded ihe
horse-hide to all corners of the lot, ten hits for sixteen bases be-
ing the combined result of the Varsity’s efforts. O’Connell was
the stick hero of the day. He secured three hits of different di-
mensions, a single, a double, and a triple. Legris tried hard to.
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keep step with the big boy and clouted two floaters for doubles.
McCarthy also was there with the big stick. McClure did the
“best work for the down  staters. T1e1d111g stunts were at a pre-
mium, the work of the local battery minimizing the chances.
Berrys fielding featured the game The score:

St. Viateur Knox

H (o o o RO o

R HP A E R HP AE
Mahoney, ss .2 1 1 1 0 West, 2b., 0 0 2 2
Conway, 1f.. .. ..1. 0 3 0 0 Ells, If., .. ...0 1 '3 0
A. McCarthy, 3b...2 2 0 2 1 Richardson, 3b ..0 1 0 3
O’Connell, 1D .1 8 5 0 1 Mettler, ss.. 00 01
Shiel, rf.. ..0 1 0 0. 0 BEssick, cf., ..0 00 O
Berry,/2b. . .0 0 6 1 0 Grant, p.. 001 1 6
Legris, cf. . .1 2 1 0 0 Heubner, 1b.. ..0 0 4 0
Bachant, c. . .0 111 4 0 McClure, ff .. ..0 0 8 0
Stack, p.. .1 0 0 2 0 Lily, c.. ..0 0 9 2
Total .. .. ....8 10 2710 2 Total .... ....0 3 27 13 B

B 158 .8001 -2}

St. viateur R—0 0 1 1 4 0 0 0 2—8

H—-0 1 0 0.0 2 0 0 0
Knox R—0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Summary—DEarned ‘runs, St. Viateur 6. Three-base hits, O’Con-
nell, Shiel. Two-base hits, Grant, Legris (2), O’Connell. B. B., off
Grant 1, off Stack 4. Wild pitches, Stack, Grant. Passed balls, Lil-
ly, Bachant. Struck-out, by Stack 10; by Grant 9. Stoleny bases,

.~ McCarthy, West. Sacrifice hits, Mahony, Lilly. Time of game, 2 hrs.
Umpire, Bartell, ‘

St._ Viateur, 4; Monmouth, 2.

The next day the way to Kmox was left behind and the team
traveled to Monmouth where they defeated Monmouth College
by the score of 4 to 2. The locals went after the game early, a
‘base on balls in the first inning, followed by Stack’s double, yield-
ing a run. In the second the game was clinched. Two more pass-
‘es were issued by Thomson in this frame, Shiel winning his own
game by spanking a double to the center- field fence. At this
juncture, Thomson was" harpooned and dragged to the bench,
Hamilton undertaking the job. Two hits by Monmouth- in the
-sixth yielded them their only tallies. St. Viateur in this period
added another run to their score. The willow work of Stack and
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Shiel, and the fielding of A. McCarthy, combined with good
pitching, featured the locals’ play. The score:

St. Viateur’s R H P A E Monmouth R H P A E
Mahoney, ss .. ....0 0 2 2 2 McClain, 3b .02 2 0 0
Conway, 1f.. .. 2 0 1 0 0 McCoy, 2b.. 00 0 1 1
A. McCarthy, 3h 0 1 4 5 0 McMillan, ss ..0 1 0 5 0
Stack, cf. ...0 2 2 0 2 8. Hamilton, p...0 1 0 0 1
B. McCarthy, rf ..0 0 0 0 0 Thomson, p. L0001 1T 8 1
Berry, 2b 0 0 3 1 1 W, Hamilton, 1b .0 0 11 1 0

" Legris, cf 1 0 9 0 0 Nicol, cf ..1. 1 3 0 0
Bachant, ¢ ....1 1 6 2 -0 Smith, c.. .11 6 0 0
Bhiel, p.. .. ..... 0 2 0 3 0 Cowick, If.. .0 0 2 0 O

Greenslet, rf .. ..0 1 2 0 0
Tatal .. ..  s...4 -5 28T 13 B Total .. .. ..2 8 27 10 3
H—1 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 1
St. Viateur R—1 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0—4
H—-2 1 0 0 0 3 0 2 0
Monmouth R—0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0—2
Summary-—BEarned runs, St. Viateur 4, Monmouth 1. Two-base

hits, Shiel _(2), Stack, Bachant, Hamilton. Bases on balls, off Shiel
5; off Thomson, 5. 8. O., by Shiel 6, by Thomson 4, by Hamilton 1.
Hit bytpitcher, Cowick. Stolen bases, Conway (2), Stack, Bachant,
McClain. Sacrifice hits, Grezenslet. Time of game, 2 hrs. Umpire, Mc-
Kee,

St. Viateur, 12; Monmouth, o.

The locals made the ninth stride towards championship hon-
ors by defeating Monmouth in a loose and one sided game on
May 19th. The inside work, clever fielding, and hard hitting of
the Saints made the game easy sailing, Stack routing the enemy
by making thirteen of them strike where the ball wasn’t. McClain
led off for the visito<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>