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THE .VIA TORAN~ . . 

flAC: :ST SPE~B.. . . . 

·. VoL. XVIII. OCTOBER, Igoo. No. r. 

TO VERY REV. M. J. ·MARSllE C. S. V. ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
SILVER JUBILEE. · 

.. .. 

Bind his noble brow with laurel; 
Songs of triumph freely sing; 

Fovth from out the heart's deep fountains 
Homage, love and honor bring. 

Gather round hirri, kindred spirits, 
Molded by his skillful hand, 

With your chief in glory's pathway, 
Loyally you ever stand. 

Five and. twenty years he iabored, 
With a purpose high and pure, 

Striving with unwearied patience, 
Young hearts sweetly to allure, 

Forward in the path of virtue, 
Ever upward to the light 

Where new splendors e'er unrolling', 
Break upon th' enraptured sight. 

Type' of manhood's proudest virtues, 
Noble, kindly; grand and str:ong; 

Round thee with resistless impulse, 
High-souled youth's delight to throng; 

Not more gladly leap the rivers, 
Rushing to the boundless sea, 

Nor the eagle soaring sunward, 
E'er exulting to be 'free. 

Hail great priest! thou art a model, 
Formed in nature's largest mold, 

Destined by Eternal Wisdom 
Truth's fair beauty to unfold. 

May thy life be long and happy, 
Filled with triumphs, honors, joys 

And may fifty golden autumns·, 
Find thee still among thy boys. 
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THE VIATORI~\N. 

THE JUBILEE CELEBRATION. 

· Cr<)'\H1~ of alumni and adrniring friends gathered at S:t. Viateur'8 
College on Sept. 2·6, to do honor to our respected and unive'rs.aHy loved 
Presid~nt. Vt~ry H.ev. · !vl.. ,J. Marsile, C. S. V. T be occasion was the 
~~ ~~ l (·brat]ou of tl~e t\Yenty-fifth anniversary of his ordinatim1 to the 
priesthood. \-Ve venture to ~ay that a more brilliant or enthusiastic 
gathering has _never assembled within the colJege bulls. . Everyone, 
.from the gray-h:tired alumnus to the youngest student, seemed·to feel 
the inspiraticm gf the grand purpose which called forth the celebration 
and to be l'!ltr.iving to make it an event not likely to be forgotten in the 
history of the college. If the joy which illurx1ined the countenances 
of all, if the enthusiasm which found expression in countle~s w~.ys, be 
an indication 0f the impressiori made by .thisgrand event, then indeed 
we hnv(~ the strongest proof that the silver jubilee of our worthy pres­
ident will be r(1membered with feelings of the keenest plea~u.re. · 

At 11 A. 1\1. Solemn High Mass wns celebraJed by the Rev. Jubi­
h.triun, assisted by Rev. A. Mainville, Brimfield, IlL, as deacon, Rev. J .. 
Shannon; Peoria., IlL as sub-deacon, and Rev. J. P. Suerth, Chicago, Ill. 
~1s master of ceremonies. Rev. F. O'Reilly, of Peoria, delivered the 

, sermon. It was an eloque,nt tribute of praise to Father Marsile. 
After showing clearly that it is not necessa.ry to know aH the details 
of u man's life to judge of his greatness, the distinguished orator 
pointed out in what Father Marsile agreed with the great educators of 

, youth. , Among vther things he rema~ked very aptly that Father 
Marsi.Ie united the p,oetry-of St. Benedict with the learning of St. 
Dominic and the practical sense of St. Ignatius . 

. The choi:r sang Farmer'H "Kyri,e" and "Gloria,'' Gounod's "Sanc­
tus" and ''Agnus Dei"; at the Offertory, Vetdi's "Jesu Dei Vivi;'' 
after the elevation, Donnizetti's ''Ecce Panis," and before the sermon 
LaHache's '.'Veni Creator." The faultless rendition of these difficult 
pieces was a new triumph for the college choir. This grand success 
clearly manifests that the musical talent of this year will find little dif­
ficulty in maintaining the high standard set by the former choirs of 
St. Viateur's. AH the members of the choir deserve unstinted praise, 
but, as we think that a general mention is not ·sufficient, we can not re­
frain from mentioning some in particular. Mr. Kelley, whose ability 
a,s choirmaster contributed largely to the success of the past year, 
sh~mld be proud of the high degre~ of pi·o:ficiency to which he has 
brought the present 'choir in the short time at his disposal. No doubt 
the success is due not less to his patiet1t and constant efforts thanto 
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his high musical attainments. We , mnst also congratulate the ~boh 
on its acquisition of such a splendid soloist us. Mr. D. Feeley. His rich, 
musical Yoice was a pleasant surprise for those who heard him for th · 
first time. 

The banquet was served in the large recreation hall which was 
hesutifully decorated for the oecasion. The nnti®n::tl eolors of our own 
great republic nnd those of France, Irelund and Germany adorned tbe 
wal1s. The college colord, purple and gold, festoon~d the ceiling-. 
While the different counes were heing served, the college orchesh·a 
enlivened the festivity by the rendition of various selectionE~ suited to 
the occasion. 

Not only was the body fea5ted, but the mind was afforded a rare 
treat. :Men of acknowledged oratorieal ability ro~e in rt>spouse t9 the 
various toasts. The toastmaster, Rev. J. A. Bollman of Sag Bddg€, 
Ill., acquitted hims(;'lf of h1s part with gl'e,!t eclat. His eloquent re· 
marks were interspers<Jd with 8parkling gems of wit which won the 
hearty applause of all. The Rt. Rev. J. L. Spalding, D. D. w:1s 

named for the first toast, ''Leo XIII;" but owing to prc~sing affairs 
which d~manded his presence elsewherf:', this distinguished prelate was 
unable to attend the celebration. The Bishop's letter, read at the 

' banquet, explained his absecce ~md conveyed his congratulations to 
Father Marsile. After reading this letter~ tl.H~ toa(.;. trnaster voiced the 
sentimen.ts of all present, when he said that the absence of the Bi-..hop 
of Peoria, whose life has been so ze<tlou"'ly devoted to the can~e of 
education, was to, be sincerely regretted. Then with a f~w remarks he 
introduced Rev. M. J. Dorn~-'y, of St. GRbrjel's ehnrch, Chicago, who 
responded to the toast mentioned above. Before Father Dorney re· 
!Umed his seat he fully convinced his audience th~t th~ toastmaster 
had rnacle a wise c-hoice. His apeech wns Hll c1oqnent eulogium of our 
venerable pontiff Leo XIII. The next toust wa~-t •·Our J ubilarian,' , 
which was well handled by Fath{·n· llollrnun. He mentioned briefly 
the many qualities which so admimbly :fitted Futher ~iarsile for his 
exalted position among the educ:-1 tors of our cmmtry. He 1·elat.ed 
J1!any pleasant incidents of his colh•ge cloys. These well illustrated 
the sympathy of hc~rt and nff:1 bil ity of mamw rs which endoard the 
president to all who know him. Th,~ Rev. Jubil:uian, then ar0se ·and 
gave expression to the pent up feelings of h i" l1eRrt. ~He .grect~d onee 
more his dear boys with tht"l kind ~tnd loving vrorrls of a father . His 
g-raceful delivery anu the bC!l.Ut.Y of expro..;sion in which he couchea 
his noble thoughts, shl""ed phin1y th:t.t he i~ a master in tho art of 
0ratory. The Rev. C. P. Foster, Joliet, Ill., iu wordo:; that came forth 
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from the depth of his heart, spoke of the lasting debt of gratitude that 
bouud the Alumni ot St. Viateur's t-. their Alma ¥a:ter. He spoke 
with his wonte1.l eloquence of th6ir success in the battle 9f life and nt­
tributed it all to the moral influence of the lessons they received ia 
their college home. · Beft.,re concluding he presented Father Marsile 
with a eheck for $2,500.00 as a token of affection from the 
alumni. 1\'lr. M. J. ~fcGuire spoke on ~'Our Seminarians;'' 
Mr. L. J. Finneg:om, on ''Our Students.'' '\V e are pleased to be able 
to publish both speeche8 in this issue of the Viatorian. Lawyer A . 
. L. Granger, of Kankakee, responded to the toa~t "Our Country." 
His fnll command of the language, his faultless delivery and his hum­
t)rous remarks w<:>n the frequent applause 0f those present; The Very 
Rev. Dean Beaudoin n S. V., one of the three founders of the college, 
Telated in his O\Vn pleasant way, the different events of the Jubilar­
ian's life as a brother. The Rev. P. Conwny, of Chicago, was ·called 
for the toast, "Cvnge." His subject was an interesting one especially 
for the studenb;, who anxiously anticipated an extra holiday. After 
eloquently pleading the cause of the boys, he · paid a glowing tribute 
to the lovitt~ kine! ness which Father lV.iarsile al wayf$ manifests to those 

· under his charge . . The sin':lerity and practical sense of Father Con­
way's thoughts add t@ his eloquenee a charm which makes his hearers 
ponder long on what he s:o\ys. The V cry Rev. Dr. Corcoran, C. S. 
V., provincal of the Clerics of St. Viateur in United States, in a few 
apt remarks pointed ont the virtues which should charactenze the 
Cleric to render him c~pable of co-operation with the priest for the 
salYution of souls. The presence of Very Rev . A. Morris:-ey, presi­
dent of Notrepame University, Ve:r;y Rev. Vincent Huber of ·Pern, Ill., 
~md other distinguished representatives of Catholic eolleges, gave evi­
dence of the close union 'which exists between Catholic institutions in ·., 
this country. In respon~e to n unanimours call Father Morrissey arose 
and 1·n·oved himself ·well qualified to meet the demands of the occasion. 
After congratnla.ting his co-laborer in the work of Christian education, 
on the success which has crowned his patient efforts, he showed clear-
ly that the education of the intellect without a corresponding educa­
tion of th~ heart, is a great itnistake. His eloquence, masterful de­
livery, und the other qualities of an orator, all of which Father J!v1or­
risscy po"sesses in an eminent degree, are too Well known to need 
comment. The Very Rev. Vincent Huber, president of St. · Bede's 
College, Peru·, Ill., inn. few choice 'remarks conveyed the kind wishes 
of his college to the honored J ubilarian. The Rev. Father Hodnett, . 
of Chicago, spoke of Father Marsile's mission to his former parish of . 

' 
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Dixe:m, HI. He told how affectionately Fathe~· Marsile i.s remembered 
by the memhet·s of that pari·sh. Lawyer Maher, .ef Chicago, in a short 
address showed that his ' reputation ' as· an orator is well founded. 
Lawyer Condon, ·also of Chicago, .expressed his grateful feeiings . 
towards · his . Alma Mater, in a speech remarkable for its beauty of 
thought nnd expression. He attrib·uted the success which has attend- · 
ed his efforts, to the nforallessons which he imbibed in his boyhood 
days at St. Viate1,1r's. 

We feel sorry for not being able to proeure the different speeches 
f0r publication in tbe Viatorian. We feel sure that. our re{l.ders would 
be delighted with such finished ,oratorical productions . . They would 
not only be models for the £tudent, but the gem·s of thqught which 
they contain would be an insp1ration to every reader. · We must, how­
ever,. be content with the meager account gi veiL 

A SKETCH OF FATHER MARSILE. 

When a man has devoted exceptional gifts of mind . and heart to a 
noble cause for a quarter of a century and bas shaped the· .character of 
thousands in the mold of high Christian manhood, what :wonder if the 
hearts of his fellow men go out to him in reverence at.d love! And 
when such a man is the very type and exemplar of what he teaches 
and his life an inspiration to noble living, we can ' easily understand 
the enthusiastic admiration in which he will be held by the. thousands 
who come under the influence of his personality. . 

Such a man is Father Marsile. A great educator, an accomplished 
gentleman, ·and above all, a large-minded, great-souled, devoted priest. 
In an intensely practical age, when men are <9nly too much inclined to 
meusure the worth of everything by the tangible results it produces, 

. , , it is both refreshLg and inspiring to come in contact with a man of 
high ideals, lofty purposes and grnnd thoughts. Around · such a man 
young men, naturally gather, and the impressions he makes upon 
them endure forever. They receive from him more comprehensive 
and exalted views of life and its purposes. They learn to know th~ 
worth of true manhood by having ever before their eyes a true man. 

But this is by ,no means all that Futher Marsile has been to those 
wh(), as students of St. Viateur's College, have come under his mag­
netic ipfluence. As a priest, he has announced to them the gt~eat 
truths of the gospel with a power possible-only to great orators and to 
~hose for whose pure souls a moral stain is more intolerable than a 
physical wound. . "\Vhen his voice is raised, in the cause of God, to 
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proclaim the unspeakable beauty of a perfect Christian life, there are 
few who can listen unmoved. As a .. result of Fa.the.r Ma:rsile's {(ffective 
preaching we may with justice point out th~ many religious and ec­
cle~iastical vocations which are developed at the college; the fervent 
and practical piety of the entire student body from which have gone 
forth scores of priests and hundreds of laymen who are today a glory 
to our religion and country. Nor has hi~ priestly zeal been confined 
within the college walls. He has frequently been invited by pastors 
in different parts of the country to conduct missions and retreats and 
to preach on important occasions. In fact, as a rnissiona.ry, he has 
been no less eminently successful than as an educator. The missions 
be condueted at Alpiria, ~lanistee, Batte City, Mont., .Lake Linden, 
-etc., were so well attended and the people so enthmliastic as to remind 
one of the triumphs of the great pulpit orators. 

Notwithstanding ,these varied labors, enough to fill up the life of 
~n average man, Father lVIur8ile has found time to cultivate the muses, 
so successfully, both in lyric and dramatic poetry, that he has now the 
commendation of the be~t French critics. Two volmues of p0etry, 
entitled "Epines et Fleurs" and •·Lionel et Liola, '' have met 'with no 
small financial encouragement both in France and in Canada, whibt 
&orne of his dramatic poems deserve to take rank with the best' French 
productions' of recent years. "Les Fils de Ulodomir," first produced 
on the college stage, has since found favor in som,e of 1 he best theaters 
of Canada. Father Marsile has also written several operettas which 
were most favorably received when presented on the college stage. In 
fact, so large was the number of people who came to witness the see. 
ond presentation of tho operetta ' St. Patrick," that the college hall 
was unable to accommodate them. The other operettas he has writ­
ten are: "The Young Crusaders," "The Young ¥artyrs" and "St . . 
Viateur." . rJ· 

1Vhen a man, possessing all these splendid natural endowments, 
is at the same time the very person!fica.tion of gentlene$s, amiability 
and courtesy, we can readily imagine in what ' enthusiastic admiratiOn 
he will be held by those who know him intimately. No wonderf then, 
if on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary ·Of his ordination, 
hundreds of alumni and admiring friend~ gather around him to testify 
their respect and reverence and to offel:~hirn their heariy congratulations. 

The life story of such a man catf be neither uninteresting nor un.­
instructi r e to his fellow men. Indeed such a subj.ect might well furr1ish 
a fitting theme for the most gifted pen. · A brief sketch of . his career. 
will therefore, we feel confident, be acceptable _to our readers. · 
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Fa.th.er :M:ar·r!ile was born at Lo,n~ueuH, Canada, Nov. 17, 1811:7. 
A:t an eady age hehegan to attend an academy, conducted b;y the 
Clerics of St. Viateur in his native town, where he is ·stiU remembered 
It~ one of the most brilliant students who ever passed through the 
school. 

Being a young man of high ideals. and generous impulses, he soon 
manifested a sUong inclination for the religious life. · Accordingly · 
after finishing the court-:e of studies at this school, he entered tb<} nov- ' 
itiat.e of the Clerics of St. Viateur in 1863 when only sixteen years old. 
Here for two years he devoted himself with aU the energy o£ his ardeut 
.nature to study and·to the practice of the religious life. 

Or course a young man of sqch high promises soon .drew upon 
himself the attention of superiors, and at the end of his novitiate he 
was sent to .Bourget CoUege where every facihty was .atforded him for 
developing the magnificent talents with which nature had so liberally 
endowed him. The young 1\'1 arsile eagerly availed himself of the op­
portunity thus offered him aud before the end of his classical . course 
he, had ncquirtd such a mastery of the French language and its grand 
literature that he WHS appointed to the professorship of Belles Letters 
although he was still quite a young tnan. 

A few years later when the rapidly failing health of Very Rev. 
Father Roy rendered him physically unable to bear alone the burden 
of President of St. ·viateur~s College, the young Brother Marsile was 
deemed the best fitted for that i-!Jlportant and responsible position. He 
came to Bourbonnais in 1871 and .has ever since remained most inti­
m.ately connected with the growth and development of this institution, 
and if today the College occupies an honorable place among the Cath · 
olic colleges of the west, it is due in uo small measure to the untiring 
efforts and grand qualities o£ Fa.ther Marsile. 

After pursuing successfully big theological studies, he was ordain­
ed priest Sept. 29, 1875. Four )Cars later, when Father Roy, owing 
to ill health, was obliged to withdraw from the direction of the college, 
P.nther b:Iar,ile was appointetl to succeed him as president, in which 
en.ptteity he is still connected with the college. How well he has ful­
filled the duti(~S of this great trust, and how completely he has realized 
the high expectationt:J entertained of him, is know~ only to those who 
have watched his work closely during the last twenty-five years. 

No better demonstration of the hold he has uponthe affections of 
the thousands of students who have come under his magnetic influence 
cou1d he offered than the enthu8iasm with which these students gath­
cn3<f around him to celebrate the twenty -fifth anniversary of his 
ordination. AN ALUMNUS. 
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F, RICHER, A. F. HANSL, JAS. SULLIVAN, P. B. DUFAULl', 

L. J. FINNIGAN, A . .r. CARON, w. J. CLEARY. 

ED:lTbRI .\ L. 

WE gladly devote this issue of the VIA TORIAN to our beloved pres­
ident. Although we may thereby give the journal a coloring largely 
local, yet it will have much more than local interest. There are hun­
dreds of our alumni scattered thtoughout the country to whcnn this 
number will be a precious souvenir, on account of him whose noble 
life it records. 

* * * 
THE NECE ,.iSITY OF EFFORT. 

Effort is both the measure anJ condition of progress. Without 
it no talent will profit anything. For if it be true that genius is no­
thi!1g but "a prodigious capacity for ~ustained mental . labor and an 
fntense conviction of its necessity'' with how much great . truth may it 
be said that talent .is largely dependent upon effort? How many 
students, who pass for dullards and never attain proficiency in any 
branch of knowledge, owe their little success in developing their minds 
to the lack of an energetic will? We are willing to admit that there is 
considerable diversity of talent, but each one has only to consult his 
own experience to be convinced that tale11t does not a1ways occupy 
the front rank. . So long as a man enj0ys the use of reason he is capa­
ble of learning, and he has, consequently, only t0 exercise this capa-
bili.ty to acquire knowledge. \-Vhat may be learned by a student of 

'I quick parts in half an hour, may ·reCI:uire an hour's labor from his less 
gifted classmate, but if the duller student employs the whole hour he 
will attain the same resulL There is,' therefore, question of time only 
andeven this rnay be counterbalanc'ed by intensity of e:tpplication. A 
st"Udent who concentrates his whole attention upon the st1bject which 
he is studying, may crowd mote mental activity into a few hotus than 
another employs in a whole day and of course he will accomplish as 
much or more than the other, although his talents be far less . Be­
sides talent is developed by exercise. Sttppose two stude!ltS of equal 
ability and equal' o.pportunities. The one from the start labors dili~ 
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gently for ' the · ·development 0f his faculties · whilst the other 
makes little or :ao effort; in the course of a few years there wiU b.e a!), 

· imrpen.se difference in their capacity for acquiri~g knowledge. , The ' 
one will be able to grasp with facility' what is wholly unintelligible to . 
the 0ther. Yet nature has been eq11ally kind to both. 

* * * 
TH:E mind is the most finely attuned, the most . intri~ate, the most 

delicate. and complex instrument of V:,hich man has any knowledge . 
H 'ow then can anyone hope to attain even a slight proficiency itt U$in:g 
this tnc;1.gnificent instrument unless, day by day, with tirelesslabo~~ .. he . 
famili~nizes himself with its divinely ordered laws?. It would , be . br 
less irn1tional to expect to become a .great music.ian without ever ha.V.·­
ing studied the Laws of harrpony, or a great painter without .a careful 

· . s.tudy of the a~t of painting, than to expect to acquire solid schol~tship 
and profound originality of thought without developing those faculties ,·. 
which alone render deep thinking pos$ible. This is, we think, the : 
sense ·of Longfellow's oft quoted words: "Learn to labor and to wait." 
In this sense they contain a deep and important truth. It is onlx by 
long ~nd ' patient labo~ that a man can· hope to bring his highest facul­
ties to any degr.ee of perfection, and it is, we think, to a lack of per­
severing effort and J?-Ot to a want of talent, that so many fail to acquire 
any valuable knowledge. The'y are not in earnest. The grand. work 
of self-cuiture can be accomplished by but one means-persevering 
effort. Intellectual and mo:tal .excellence are not inherited; they must 
be acquired by long and patient toil. Short methods are of no avail 
a:ad mechanical devices are powerless. To possess a large, compre­
hensive, versatile min.d is surely worth striving for, and since it is to 
be had at the price of effort only, every student should carefully etn­
ploy the time of his college days.. For if this be. ·once lost, it is an 
opportunity gone forever. 

•. r ;·' 
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-Gym. 
-Banquet. 
-Hot air. 
-Sozodont. 
- · White Claret. 

· -. Jim, alias Rufus. 
-Natural gas of Kewanee. 

VlATORIANA. 

-What do you tink o dat. , 
-The no collar and nectie brigade. 
-Did you ever e~t any fried ice Gream. 
-Ah! will you pay your debts now. 
-"Dear" and all you hear is "my dear". 

·'·' 

-Oh Eug! What will become of you? Eug, (with a slight swelling 
of the chest) I will he a future Demosthenes .. 

· -New comer, Saturday night-Now have we conge the rest of the 
week? 

,., -· The automobile man is back but he left his valet behind . . \. '. 

. ' ·, 

~. '. 
h.\ 

- Of the two J. K's the smaller one ha9 the more inn·ocent look. 

-I went to buy a pair of shoes and had to take tvvo boxes because 
' the shoes were too small . 

. -I tried a drop-kic:k and broke the handle of my left knee. 

-I smoke the. pipe because I want to be one of the boys don't cher 
know. 

-The gymnasium is going at a rapid rate per hour. 

-I intended to go home but I played football this af~ernoon and I · 
liked it so well that I guess I'll stay; 

- Foot Ball Game-· B. Y. N. S. Spectator-What does it mean? 
Stu. Break your neck sure. , 

-M-You took my pictures away from tne but let us shake hands 
and forget about your past misdeeds. 

-D-McKinley is the best man. F-Prove it. D-Well· Bryan is 
the worst man. 

I 

·-Teacher-Wha,t is,your name? Stu.-Tim O'Ho.ulehan. Teacher. 
Ho:w, do you spell it? Stu. I don't kn.ow. 

·- Billiard Crank- 1 took lesson·s from Schaeffer at $ c;. a lesson. 
' . -

Old Stu. Why you cant make two points in succession, B. C.-I 
cant play l).nless I have ivory balls and gold mounted tips. 

• I 
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ADDRESS D:ELlVERED BY M J. McGUIRE . 

. REv .. AND J)EAR FAT~ER:-· 

We, lhe mE)mben; of the Seminary department, of this Coll~ge, 
desire to greet you on this auspicious occasion, the twenty-fifth anni­
versary o£ your elevati0n to the h-oly priesthood; to offer you our 
heartfelt congratu lntions, and to ex press the great love, reverence and 
gratitnde we all feel towards you; for the faithful care and guidance 
which you have. exe:rcit~ed over us in the past. · 

Dnring the years we have been entrusted to your pa:term:l care ~·e· .. 
have learned to uclmire yeur . splendid talents, to love, your ' bright 
smile, you.r kindly words and amiable disposition, b~~ above all have . 
we admired in you the true and model priest of God. 

You have bee~ to ,us not only a kind and tender father, ever ready 
to grant our reasonable requests and to help us in our difficulties,but 
also a wise and prudent director. Your earnest and eloquent sermons 
and instructione have assuredly been the means, under God, of le~d­
ing thousands of those, who h'ave passed under your guidance for the · 
&ast twenty-fi,ve. years, to the practice of virtue and religion 1111d there­
by to become good citjzens and worthy members· of society. And 
the countless number of enlighteneJ and zealous young priests whom 
you have (j.ent out from among our ranks to do God's work in the 
ministry are the brighest jewel in the crown that now udorns your 
brow. 

Dear Father, we know your modesty would blush to hear all that 
we would like to say in your praise on this occasion, bnt to you . we , 
inay very appropriately apply the words of the poet-· , : 

''He tried each art reproved ea<;h dull delay; 
Allured to brighter worlds andle d the way.'' 

In the paternal kindness which you hBtve alw9ys, and in a 
special manner, shown to the little ones :f}laced in your charge you 
have faithfully adhered to the spirit of your institute and proved 'your .. 
self a true disciple of the Divine Master, who has said: '"Suffer the 
little ones to come unto me and forbid them not for of such is the 
kingdom of Heaven." May we learn from you the beautiful art of 
winning the little ones of the flock to the love of kn.owledge and virtue. 
vVe are glad to see you m our midst once more after your sojourn in 
distant lands and we rejoice to know that your trip has been a pleas­
ant and enjoyable one. While thanking you for past favors we re­
spectfully ask your acceptance of our warmest' congratulations and the 
accompanying gift as ~t, s incere, yet inadequate expression of our esteem 
and affect i·on. · 

',_;, .. . ~ :·, ' 
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We earnestly pray God to bless you and to give you health and . 
strength to carry on successfully the . noble work of Christian educa­
tion to which you have consecrated your life and emip.ent talents with 
such 'Unremitting zeal and devotedness-ad multos annQS. 

The Seminarians of 1900. 

JUBILEE HYMN. 

The following song, set to the music of the opera-a"~'Esclavage 
Africain," was sung at the Silver Jubilee of ' the Rev. President by a 
chorus of fifty-six voices ~ 

CHORUS. 

Let music tune her lofty lyre 
And siNg with gladsome strains our fatber't: praise; 

A thousand voices let us raise 
To honor him this ~ay. 

SOLO. 

Let college halls reecho glad refrains, 
And Student's hearts their lasting love declare; 

May glory's wreath entwine thy noble brow, 
· Great priest of God whose life has been so fair. 

CHORUS. 

· Let music tune h.er lofty lyre etc . . , 

SOLO. 

0 noble priest !thy life has ever been 
An inspiration to thy y~ut.hful charge; 

Thou art the type of Ohristlike, stainless men 
Who draw the soul to honor, truth and worth 

CH;OR,US. 

Let music ~tc. 

· .. ··~ 
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. ADDRESS DELIVERED BY l. J. FINNEGAN. 

REv. ANt> DEAR FATHER MARSILE :-. 

We also the young~st ones of your large flock,. the Benjamins o.f 
your numerous :family, crave the favor of laying at your feet mu · 
tribute of respect and love. ·we know that likQ the v-enerated 
patriarch, you, even now in the midst of this. glorious feast, love the 
yemngest best; and ~ence do We deli[!ht in acknowledging our greate;1· 
debt of lovo and gratitude toward you. , 

If it is true that the voice of the young proclaims the truth, th·en 
let us be allowed to extol the paternal kindne8s which you ha.ve. ever 
exercis·ed over us, to praise the enlightened dire.ction you have ever 
given us, the enthusiastic eloquence with which you have moved us to 
the love and practice of every Christian virtue. 

We thank you for so oftf'n setting before us these highest and 
most inspiring ideals of knowledge and virtue, the groat scholars and 
saints of whose lives and work1:1, your ovvn is a true reflectio·n. 

In you we not only love a Father, reverence a model priest, de­
light in following a wise director, in listening to an enlightened 
teacher, a great educator, an eloquent exhorter to all that is noble and 
ennobling, we also admire the model of the gentleman courteous as a 
Prince, and amiable as a friend. · 

'\Vhat inestimable blessings your consecrated life bas showered upon 
the students you have directed, we can see, in the brilliant assemblage 
of still young men who surround you today and who but a few years 
ago went forth from these halls with your blessing to adorn the various 
professions which they have embrnced. A blessing upon you Rev. 
Father for all these capable and zealous priests whom you have given 
to the American church. A blessing upon you for all these patriotic 
and God fe,aring citizens, whom you have given to our great country. 

J\tiay we also one day go forth from St. Viateur's College only to 
act out the grand lessons you are teaching us, and like our elders, cast 
lustre upon the institution that has reared us. May you, dear Father, 
for many years rule with your gentle sway over this institution, that 
it may be the privilege of many generations of students yet to come, 
to say they were here in the years of Father Marsile. In conclusion 
we beg you to accept these contributions from eur modest purses, as 
a feeble expression of the a,ffectionatc esteem in which we all hold you. 

The Students of 1900. 
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DEUVERED BY VERY REV. M .J. MARSILE, C.S. V.,AT HIS SILVER JUBILEE. 

That I have seen this day, I thank God; I thank God, the dis­
penser of all gifts. And then I thank you all here present, who have 
made it what' it is, a day of blessed memory; radian~ with yo,l..l:r smiling 
faces; resounding with your enthusiatic cheers; one of the happiest, 
and, I would dare say, the most glorious day in my li.fe. · 

· The rising sun, which is not hailed by the singing of birds, · the 
. . , I 

incense of flowers and the sparkling of dewdrops looks sad, and so ' 
thi? festival day would be incomplete without the honor and charm of 
your presence. 
· I thank the high dignitaries of the church, whose kind message of 
encouragementand congratulation fill me with new zeit and vigor to 
.carry on the grand work of Christian education. I thank you, Very 
Reverend Father Morrissey, as generous and noble as Notre Dame is 
great. I thank you, Very Reverend Father Vincent Huber, the rep­
resentative of that grand old religious order, which, under the guid­
ance of the church, carried on so sutcessftilly the grand work of civil-· 
izing Europe for more ~than a thousand years. I thank you, Reverend 
Fathers of the different dioceses, who have given nie today such marks 
of distinguished consideration. After the heavenly delight of ascend­
ing the altar and holding God in my hands, there is no greater hap­
piness for -me than to stand once more arnongst you and to hold you 
so near to my heart. And !JOW you, the last but not the least, I thank 
you, my former and actual students, my dear boys. I thank you for 
having thought of me on this sacred anniversary, which your presence 
has made so merry and never to be f01~gotten. 

In spite of all th~t has been said by the toast-master, who can 
address compliments as adroitly as he could formerly pitch base ball 
on our college diamond, I know that I did little for you, owing . to my · '-, 
many deflciencies, I deserve very little credit for what I have done, 
because my line of conduct had been trd.ced by Father Roy, first pres-

. ident of the college and by good Br<i)ther Bernard; and since· I took 
the presidency I have been assisted by such efficient men as my gentle 
and indefatigable vice president, Father Ryan; my able perfect of 
studies, Father Rivard and my shrewd treasurer, Bro. Senecal, not to 
mention so many others, who, like Father Mainville, my co-jubilarian, 
Father Foster, Father ,Dooling, Father Cregan and Father McCor­
mick, have rendered niy task easy, and the influence of whose zealous 
labor is still felt at the college and lastly there ' are those two grand 
pillars of the college, Doctors Laberge and Legris, whose noble lives 
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and .profound learning. would shed. glory on any institution with which ·. 
th·ey might be connected. I deserve very little merit for my work be·­
fore God and men, because I did it out of love for youth. It has truly 
beep to me a· labor of love .. 

The motto of our communi'ty, "Suffer little children to come unto 
me/' is written not only on our seal and on the very buttons of my 
rerigious garb., but also in the very bottom of my heart and I hope . 
· th~t it came to my lips whenever I spoke to my students a.nd has 
bound us with links which death itself cannot break asunder. The 
education of children is my ambition, my pride. Is there a greater 
ot a nobler work' than to make a man a good citizen, a virtuous chris­
tian? To mold a soul is better than to chisel the marble. Could I 
discover new worlds or confer empires, I would leave it to others. 
A school is my kingdom; a child's heart my domain; his intellect my 
·sphere. 

How happy I am today to see you around me the older ones 
. crowned with the laurels of success and the young~r ones filled with 
the hope of winning victories! I feel a mother's pride and when I 
compare you to others, (my distinguished co-laborers will pardon the 
expression) I say, mine are the best. Your presence here is not only 
an hon1age of filial gratitude, but an approbation of our work. This 
gives me new strength to carry on the plans for future development 
of your Alma Mater, which I would like to see greater and worthy of 
the noble sons of St. Viateur's. 

I therefore accept this purse with the deepest gratitude and assure 
you that it will be devoted to the last cent .to the erection of the build­
ing now in course of construction. There is not much mOney in teach­
ing and consequently we have but little of it to give, but we will devote 
ourselves to the noble cause to the last breath of our life. But I value the 
warm feeling of your heart which prompted the gift more than your gold. 
How sweet is the perfume of the flower of gratitude! There is in it some­
thing of what is most exquisite in the soul. It makes one feel that he 
has found a heart that can understand him. I know that you are .as 
generous as you are loving. 

'• 

' ' I 
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WEBSTER 

There have been in the.history of the worl<f, mauy men who ex­
ercised a far-reaching and ~nnobling influence on the life and · destiny 
Qf nations and of people, but there are none who. exe.rcised :an infln~nce 
.more worthy of our adm~ration, than those who have succeeded in im­
pressing certain necessary htws on the minds of their. countrymeJl. 

Among such men, we may jqstly place W ebs.ter, the groat apostle 
of the union. If, before the \Var, we had traveled through the country 
we would have found his orations in thous:mds of homes, occ\upying a 
place by the side of the family bible. At night when the family had 
gathered around the blazing hearth the father would read a chapter 
from the bible and exhort his children to follow its pure teachings and 
to die for their sacred belief if necessaty. ·Then he tead a part of oue 
of Webster's speeches on the constituti<;>ll1 and admo.nished his children 
to receive the tea.chings of this man, a~· the fundimentallaws of their 
country and to die fer these if necessary. Is it R matter of surp:tise 
then • 11 ., many years after \Vebster had crossed the portal~ that sepa­
rate mortals from tHe immort uls, that there . should be thousands of 
brave men determined that the principles, which \V ehster had tnu'ght, 
should be as _lasting as the cotlntry itself and that when thes~ principles 
were assailed they defended them with their very lives. Ther~ is no 
doubt but that the· teachings of Webster 4~ve done more to preserve 
this country than powerful armaments or immense staading armies. 
Sure'ly the character of such a mtm is worthy of OU·l' rimst earnest 
study. Whether we consjder him ~s a private 6t as a public .man, we 
'find many things in him, deserving praise. In studying Webster as a 
private man, Q>Ur admiration for him becomes eutlHJ.$iasm . . All the 
virtues that tend to make a man, a kind br0th~r, .a dili.g~nt scholar, a 
beloved father and an admirable friend, shone in him in a most won~ 
derful degree. 

Webster as a brother, is one of the grandest characters found in 
history. He hesibtted at no r:;acrifice whatevet• .for the purpose of help_ 
ing and pleasing his brothers and sisters. He even p.ut aside his own 
interest to help his brother. Thes.e traits in a mt\n do him more honor 
than if he had been a great. c.onquoror at twenty as Alext;tnder. 

He was one or the best students of his time., lie had a grea.t pas­
sion for reading. He TC4ld everything con~erning English Eteratlu:e 
be could lay his hands on, .ttnd he l'euwmbered what ho react 1-Ie 
familiarized himself with the great Latin and Gre,cl~ authors and pored 
over the mi·ghty deeds of history. What marked him rrbdvo aU other 
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things, . as an exemplary sc.hfl)lar, was his readineS$ :in acknowledgi~g 
those who were . sup~dor to him in certain branches and ais humility 
in frying tq imitate them in this superiority. A scholar with thesf} , 
qualities was bound to succeed in ~hatever path o:f life he might 
choose. Then it is no wonder that Webster becamd so proficient in 
bts d.iiieren t occupations. 

The life of "Vehster, as a father, was one of great ,sufferings. Hi$ 
children whom he loved most tenderly, were one after an.other smitten 
by the cold band of de}tth. In no Circumstance of his life d0es Web­
ste~ mote clearly manifest the greatness of his ~ind and the nobility or 
his soul than by hi& sublime and unshaken · confidence in God, when 
those whom he loved mos,t in life, were taken away from him. 

W ehlster · was n. sincet e friend. As his fame increased his devo­
tion toward his friends, increas~d likewise. He was always liberal 
towarits thern.. AU h~ had ·was theirs. He always wished to please 
them and wrts happy to make any sacrifice to help them. 

We have now briefly studied W ehster as a private mart. Yet t 
will not try to maintain that he was perfect, .. because he was a man and 
as a man he bad s.orne faults, but hepo$sessed so many gre;tt and noble. 
q~alities that these few faults in con:1pariRon appear insignificant. 

The career of W epster as a public man, is one of the most brilliant 
in our history. It was a continual trit;tmph from the time he appeared 
at the bar to the time be s0ught the presidency. We may say without 
fear of exaggeration that as a lawyer and a statesman he holds the 
fh:st place in America, and that as an orator he stands unrivalled 
umougs\ those that our country has produced. 

As a lawyer vV ehster possessed a thorough knowledge o£ the law, 
a marvelous insight into human nature, so that as soon ~ he bad seen 
n jury he }{new by what arguments he would be nble to convince them. 
It wus espeeially owlng to this that be had such great success at the 
bar. In order to become more familiar with him as a lawyer, let us 
pause here for a moment, and examine the qualities he displayed in his 
speech delivered at Knapp's trials which is one of the grandest in the 
annals. of American forensic eloquence. In this speech he. showed him­
E-elf lo be a master in geoupii1g circumstantial eVidence, and ~u present­
ing it as a baHalion under the most rigid discipline. l-Ie showed,· in 
this spt!ech, that he had a wonderful imagination eapable of penetrat­
ing into the most bidden things and of relating them as if he had beea 
an eye \Vitne~s. "\¥bat, for instance outside of poetry has ever sur­
passe< I his description of the murderer before and after the deed. lf 
'V ebster had delivered no oration at the bar, except that of Knapp's 
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trial he could justly be placed nmong~t the . great la~V}'ers, ,but when 
we remember that this is only one of the magnificent forensic oration·s 
which he delivered on important'occasions, surely then when we rank 
him aii the greatest lawyer our country ever produced, we arc not ex­
aggerating. 

Webster showed to the whole world that he had great abilities as 
a statesman. He displayed this great power of statesmanship, especial­
iy when h~ became secretary of state. At that time our relations with 
England were :!mch as to make war almost certain. The northeastern 
boundery was the cause of this unfriendly feeling. He sqcceeded, by 
his great diplomacy, in settling this to the f:;atisfaction of all who were 
concerned. Later .on, when Polk had br(Hlght our country to the 
verge of war with Britain, vVebster did not fail to do his dnty. lie 
saw at once how unwise it would bo to engage two powerful nations in 
a war for such an in~ignifica.nt thiug ns a few miles of territory. Iie 
denounced th~ prc~i<lent or minitSt.ry th~t ~hould clare to shed human 
blood for so si.n.all a mutter. He tuught his. countrymen that peace 
was the most desirable thing. Finally he ~ucceeded in impressing on 
the minds of the American people, what Burlce had failed to impress 

_ on the minJs of the Brit.i~h peuple that it is better to make a f~w con ­
cessions than to undertake a war with a mighty nation. Ag::.tin through 
his statesman8hip this trouble WHR settled to the satisfaction of every­
one, except those who who had desired war. We might exttmine at 
more length the great things he· performed as a statesman, but it is not 
necessary, enough has been said .to convince us that he was u statesman 
of remarkable genius. 

vVebster. as an orator~ occupies the foremost place in the history of 
America. He is to the Americans what Demo,sthenes was to the Athe·n­
ians, Cicero to the Romans, and Burke to tLe English. There iH no one, 
in the hi~tory ·of America whose name is surrounded with more enduring 
splendor or imperishable glory. 'Vhat is more noble thnn a man 
gifted with tho power of eloquence leaving aside, all f\elfish motives 
and devoting himself heart and soul to hi~ eountry 1 Such a man was 
'Vebster. He devoted his whole life to the pcrseryation of the Union. 
How many years of his life, did he not spend in the hom~e of repre­
sentatives and ii1 the ~emite, in meeting the enemies of the Union one 
after another till finally he suceeedccl in makillg Hteir doctrine of nul­
lification or secession, so .abborent to the American l)eople that no 
humi.m power could prevent it from tumbling into ruins f( It is said 
that 'in the life o£ every man there is a pinnacle whidt he .attains never 
to be re:whed aften.varJs. This pi.nnncle for vVehster was w h.en he 
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delivered that wonderful speech, which thundered in the senate hou~e 
and re-ec'boed. from Oi1e end ,of . the conhtry·. · to the other his reply·. to · 

. " . ' ' ' ' 

Hayne. ·On this occasion, . Webster carried his eloquence t@ the high--
est. poinb He seemed to he above · himself. He had made great 
speeches before that and many afterwards, but never did he reach that 
point again. In this speech he taught the Americans that they were· a · 
great nation and would be forever if they preserved the Union. The 
w·ords., which then 1·ang in the. senate house, have come down to us 
through bloody and political conflicts till finally they have become. a 

. creed to our couutrymeo. · 
We may rest asured that as long .as this Union shall stand Webster 

shall be honored and his manly eloquence will find u response in the 
hearts of his countrymen. Peter Dufa·ult, '03. 

THE INFERNO A MORAL POEM. 

What a grand, sublime lesson Dante, or rather the Christianity of 
the middle ages, whose mouthpiece be was, has given to mankind in 
his Divine Comedy! Through it voices from the depths of eternity 
cries of anguish and despair, that have pierce9, the gloomy atmosphete 
of Hell,· speak to the soul of man · and bid man not to listen to the 
syren voice that would lead him from the p~th o£ duty; from the vale 
of Purgatory, come forth gentle voices, that soothe the affrighted 
spirit, bidding hope to spring up in the human breast; and celestial 
strains descend from Heaven to cheer the weary traveller in his jour­
ney to · the promised land. Nor does the poet by words alone impart 
hi~ lesson. He brings up beft~re his readers terrible pictures of Divine 
Justice-the more terrible because they are so real. In all his descrip­
tions of the different kinds of sin there is no attractive feature, noth­
ing that could give strength or color to the false, insinuating voice of 

·' passion which rises instinctiv~ly in the human heart. The !ionl is 
thrilled with horror, in viewing the vivid,. awful, sublime pictures of 
the puniahments of sin which the poet draws on the walls of Hell, to 
be illuminuted in their proper atmosphere, by the lurid flames which 
DiYine Justice has enkindled there. But, fear aloneis not his prime 
motor. Fear ,., inspiring as is his description of . infinite justice, his 
('tescription of infinite rnerey is equally hope-inspiring. The "Purga­
torio'' is God's infinite sea of rnerey. In the '•Paradiso~' he enraptures 
the soul with visions of glory, which are the reward of those who strive 
m~tnfully to ~urmount the obstacles which form the barrier to eternal 
happiness. · No powers of intellect beyond the ordinary are required . 

: ! 
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to iearn and appreciate the moral of this mystic Chri-stian song. Con- . 
s!dered as a whole its moral effect camiot be denied. The thre·e clear 
lessons 'which it teaches, namely, God'::; jtBtice, mercy and goodnesa, 
crtnnot but move, even the most superficial reader to direct his steps 
in the p1th o[ virtue. But fv.I:" the sake· of brevity and since no one is 
so rash as to deny the moralit.y of the' ''Purgatorio" and ''Paradiso" 

_we will fGr the' present give all our attention to the "lnfeJ;no~" 
lt may-· be well in the start to define what i~ .meant by a moral 

book or poem. It is one which inculcates the dutie~ we owe to God, 
our neighbor, and ourselves. To know whether a book does this or 
not, i-t is well to foHow Southey':5 rule whicb.~ays: "Examine in what 
state of mind you lay it down. -x- ~"" ··X· Has it ~ended to 
make you dis~ati8fied and impatient under the control of others ' and 
disppsed you to relax in that self-government without which both the 
laws of God and man tell us there c:m be no virtue a,nd consequently 
no happiness? l-Ias it attempted to abate your reverence for what is 
great aud good? * ·* * HalS it defiled your imagination 
. with · what is loathsome''? · If it ha·s "throw the books into the fire." 

Does the '•Inferno'' depict God as a despot who takes a. fiendish 
delight in the wanton sufferings which He inflicts on his creature• 
man? What reasons does it attribute to Him for having created this 
''land ·of ' misery and gloom?'' Before the poet le:1ds us· across the 
threshold . of the abode of woe, he takes care to impress upon our 
minds that God is not an arbitrary ruler, but on the '??ntrary, the 
kindest of fathers; one who'ie every act is prompted by justice, wisdom 
and love. Nay more, even Hell itself, he points out to us, not only 
as a device of infinite justice, but even of infinite love. This we read 
on the in-,cription that spans the portals of Hell! 

'•J ustice the founder of my fabric moved: '.ro rear me wa.s a task of 
power d~vine, Supremest wisdom and· primeval love." , 

This idea is kept promine'ntly before our minds throughout the 
"Inferno." When cries of agony and despair pierce our heart; when 
cruel flames and fell demons loom up before the irnagin<ttion, in a word, 
when this sea of endless m.isery ,js about· to wriqg, . from our breast 
compassion for the accur~ed souls, then th,e poet artfully appeals to 
our reason, telling us 

"Here piety most doth show herself alive, when pity is dead,'' 
Often the poet makes some .spl.rit enumern:te the crimes for whicli 

he suffers. Thc3e are so heinous that we can easily s~e the jnst con 
nc.ction between them and their punishment. So · much so tbat with 
the bard we cry out, ''abide thou then thy punishment of Tight is 
merited." Never, even in the highest flights of his imnginntion, is 
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this gt•and concert of juetice hidden from the mind of his, readers. · 
"\Vith words of fire he burns upon the imagination, vivid pictures .of, 
agonizing pain, yet he fails no~ to :tppcai to reasob to see therein,: 
justice; vVhen ·our poor weak nature is about to yield pity to thos~ 
fol' whom divine mercy' does· not exist, we are deterred by such excla­
n:ia~ions as the following: 

"Wisdom ,supreme l how wonderful the art,' 
Which thou dost mani{est in hea VEm, in earth, 
And in the evil world, how ju.st a meed · 
Alloting by thy virtue unto all," . 

Surely there can be no more powerful check to the passions than 
. the teriJ.·ible punishments inflicted on those, ''in whom reason by lust 
is swayed." There is no greater incentive to self-restraint.thtm to wit­
ness the dreadful conse.quences of unbridled passions. Ifthe· fear of 
temporal punishment saves society from a:. 'deluge of crime, how mu(fh 

· rnot'e effective must be the awful visions of eternal punishment which 
· are so realistic in the 'dnferno. '' Here we see a \Vorld of disorder 

an.d misery, the dire result of unrestrained appetites; sinner crying 
out ngainst sinner, upbraiding one anotherfor the foul deeds which are 
here meted out so just a pnni8hment; demons goading the tortured 
spirits and continu·aiiy reminding them .that for a few moments of 
pleasure they have purchased an eternity of pain. As we ;p~ss over 
the threshold of this abode of woe, the disorders and miseries, which 
sin has brought into the universe, stamps itself lastingly upon the 
mind. A storm raise~ by the agonizing throbs of woe meets the ear;. 
sighs, groans, shrieks, mingled with exclamations of regret and des­
pair, are the horrible language of these dismal shores. No note of 
pity, no soothing tone can be heard amid this universal wailing: 

''Various tongues, 
Horrible languages, outcries of woe, 
Accents of anger, voices deep and hoarse, 
With hands together smote that swell'9. the sound 
Made up a tumult, that fol~ever whirls 

· Round through that air with solid darkness stained.' ' 
A s we wend our way through the labyrinths of the ''Inferno" we 

cannot bnt ndmire the just proportion between the different crimes an~i 
their corresponding punishments. The poet with . true art not only 
proportions the punishment to the sin but makes the nature of the suf­
fering correspond to the nature of the crime. Throughout thQ .work 
this is kept np with minute accuracy. In the environs of . Hell aro 
punished "the wretched souls of those who 1i vecl without either praise 
or blame.'~ These are punished with the angeli:; who were neithei· re­
bellious to God nor yet were true to him ''but for themse1 ves were 
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only." Their punishment is tln1:t ''Uieh· blind life so me:anly passes 
that all other .iota they envy." FJttin.~(re(;otnpense fot those. who hav<' 
~.llowed the gifts of nature to He. (lorm:tnt! . 

''From his bound~ Heaven drove thern forth 
No.tt.o imp~ir his lustre; nor the depth 
OI HeU receives them, l~st ~he accursed tribe 
Should g·lory thence with e~ulta:tio:U vain.'' 

As we desmmd from circle to cir<~le the .enormi~y of the 91~i me aqtl 
the severity , of the punishment increases. The eonnee·tlon bet\Ye~n 

each sin and its punishment is alt;o well observed tht·0ug·bont. the eutH·e 
work. Those who have deb~tsed their nature by the siti of ~·luttony 
are i:mmet·sed jn a pool of mire. The av:u·icicnts :-.md the prodigal 
with ~;nutual upbraiding~;, roll great weigb.ts ~gain~t each \ o:ther. 
Soothsayers, who would peer into the fature h:;tve theit limbs won~ 
di:ously reversed and are compelled to .walk and loQk backwar:ds. 
Murderers and tryants, who have deluged the earth with blood, are 
swamped in a se.a of their own raaking. 'rhose who, by their sehisrtJr·--·· 
and heresies, have rent ~ociety ha~e their. limbs severed~ . One of 
these cries out: 

,-.For parting· these so closely knft. my brain 
Parted alas! I carry from Hs sO'Iil.rce. 
That in this trunk iahabits. Thus the law 
Of retribution P.ercely 'Wprks in me.'' 

In the ''Inferno'' we meet with all kinds of . crirlle yet never are 
we defiled by the. contact. Here we see sin, net enveioped in a mantl<~ 
or deception . but clad in all its ugliness. Here it is proved to be ''a 
manster t>f so frightful mien .as to bQt bated needs hut.to be seen;" 
Never does the poet treat ofit in an attractive ruanner bQt alway~ in 
such a way as to inspi(e disgust. As we U·averse the dilferent circles 
. we meet with vice in all its shapes, each of which SElel'ns to exceed. the 
other in ' deforrnity. Often the po'et seerurs to sympathize wit a the sin­
nets but . if we examine cl{l)sely we find that his pity is·nt>t for the 
damned souls, whose punishment is hut toG well merited. It is rather 
for poor, weak man who is exposed to so many snares, Brit if his 
senthnents' sometimes ptet the better of his. reason lre fails not to corr~ct 
them by ex.clamations such .as this: .. . ' 
''Wha.t guilt exceedeth his who witb.Heave.n's judgtl'le.ntih his passio:n. strives?'' 

There is then no line in all the nJnferno'' that could lessen our 
reverence for what is great a.r1d nQble~ On the ~ontrary~ evt3ry tqought 
. in it is a stimulus to virtue. Through it, we ELee 'into the poble soul .o£ 
the bard, which has been tried in the· cruciole of suifeTing; a soul :from 
which ever~ element of dross bas been but·ned away; .a soul whkh·has 
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imbibed the lofty inspirations of his. age and embodied them in his 
undying song. A soul ,so great can~·ot help communicating it-s great_ 
ness to others. · 

Ilf,nv admirable is the manner in which he treats his suhject. Sin 
after sin h(l portrays .yet he leaves not U}DOn the mind one darkening 
shaJow·. He exhibits vice in all its 'grossness, so repugnant, 50 dis­
gusting, _so horrible, that the mind, sicke,ned at the sight, turns frqll1 
it ,and flees to virtue. What a striking contrast between him and 
numy writers of the present day. In him we find no sickening senti .. 
mentality. His sinners are not goaded on by an irresistible fate, bnt 
they sin freely and hence are punished justly. 

. But after all what matters 1t that Dante in his "lnfern(')'' incul-
cates lessons of obedi~nce, self-restr::tint and . reverence for what 'is 
great, since there are not wanting those who accuse him of personal 
motives in writing it. He created his hell, say they, to punish therein 
his enemies, especially those who held political views diff~rent from 
his own. Oh! poor pigmy intellects that strive by their own shallow 
ca-pacities to measure the immensity of this noble mind. . Yes, Dante 
has given a warm Qotner in his hell to 'many who lived in his own age, 
and left a place prepared for manyothers who lived at the time he. 
wrote. This he did not without reasons. Some of these men he knew 
personally and others he knew from history. Their crimes, _accord­
ing to , his' j udgrnent, entitled them to be mentioned in his ~'Inferno.'' 
To say that he put ther~ there because they were his enemies, bett>kens 
a mind too narrow to app:reciate the magnanimity of the author. 
Great souls, like Dante, are above such smallness. Are there not , 
among those personages whom he mentions, many who where is dear 
friends. In the second circle we find Francesca, the daughter qf his 
faithful friend Guido da Polenta. Carlyle tells us that when she was 
a babe, the poet danced her upon his knee. In the fifteenth canto he 

· makes mention of Brunetto l,iatini, his former teacher of whom he says: 
''In my mind' 

Is fix'd and now strikes full upon my heart 
The dear, benign, paternal imag-e, such 
As thine was . * * -ll- * 

Were it necessary we could quote many other passages to r~fute 
this slander. Undoubtedly the political strife his of time caused Dante 
to place m~ny pers~ns in his hell, who deserved a better fate. Besides, 
the readers of the "Inferno" do not take the puet's decision as fin~! 
'nor does he mean that they should. 

Dante was a man who had the courage of his cori victions. He re_ 
proved vice wherever he saw it, whether in king or peasant, laic or 
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cleric. Although he loved his ~oun·try he failed not to reprove her 
wh·en she was · wrong. His motto wae not ''my country right or 
wrong" but ''my country when right to keep her right, and when 
wrong to m~ke her right.'' With his words, as with a magic wand, 
Dante draws aside the veil of time from the eye~ of man. and bids him 
view eternity. The depths of hell he brings before our view, ,with its 

.. valleys of desolation; no vague, visionary hell but a real, eternal hell 
-from whose depths c0D;le forth warning voices to . deter us from sin. 
··The awful truth of God's justh;e he brings vividly before our mind. 
If a book which inspires the minds of its readers to fear God's judg­
ments, to reverence his justice, to seek his friendship and to shun what 

, He detests, is moral, then few books can have a higher claim to that 
title than the "Inferno." J. P. · O'Mahoney, '01. 
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